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We never forget a face 


In 1904, Charles Rolls and Henry Royce started a company that changed the face of motoring. 
In 1919, a gentleman called Walter Owen Bentley did the same. 


Since 1946, generations of craftsmen and women at Crewe, England, have been proud to 
create the cars that bear the names of these two famous marques. 


Whatever the future holds, we promise you one thing on their behalf. Crewe Genuine Parts 
will continue to be made to the same standards and specifications as the original Rolls-Royce 
components.We have unmatched knowledge and experience of all cars ever built at Crewe. 


Times may change. Old models may be succeeded by new ones. But Crewe never forgets. 


To maintain the integrity of your Rolls-Royce, use Crewe Genuine Parts. 
Contact Bentley Sydney, your Authorised Crewe Genuine Dealership for 
further details. 


BENTLEY SYDNEY 


www.bentleysydney.com 


19 - 27 Regatta Road 

Five Dock, Sydney NSW 2046 GENUINE UPA RTS 
Australia 

Phone: 9744 51 || MD 17855 
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Views expressed in PRAECLARUM are those of the individual writers 
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Front Cover Pictures: The prototype Phantom I, 46PK, is the subject of the ‘Tale of the 
Alpine Seagull’. This story follows nicely from the article in the last issue on the ‘Riviera 
Car’, 14PK, with both having links to the Riviera in their early days. At Loch Lomond is 
Mal and Robyn Henderson’s 1936 Bentley 4% litre, B201HM, during the 2004 Centenary 
World Tour in the United Kingdom. Further news from this tour is provided in this issue 
by Bob Roberts. Photograph from Mal and Robyn Henderson. The Silver Spirit, Bentley 
Mulsanne and Derivatives or ‘SMART’ Register met in Wagga Wagga and David and 
Wendy Doyle’s 1984 Silver Spirit, ASEO8258, is shown here with a superbly crafted 
folding table by David Doyle. Photograph by the Editor. 


Deadline for the December 2004 issue is 15 November 2004. 


R The Rolls-Royce badge is a trademark of Rolls-Royce plc and is used by the Club under licence from Rolls-Royce plc, Derby England. 
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The Steering Column - from the Editor 


Advance Spark 


Thank you for the compliments, 
constructive criticisms and patience with 
‘computergraphical’ errors in my _ first 
issue. As Tom Clarke has said it is now 
full throttle ahead. Incidentally, the title 
for this column was borrowed from Eric 
Lang who used it in the 1970s in the 
Veteran Car Club of Australia (NSW) 
magazine Spit and Polish. 


Book Launches 


A successful launch of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley in the Rear-View Mirror was held 
at ‘The Archive’ of the Sir Henry Royce 
Foundation in Melbourne on 3 September 
2004 and is featured in this edition. My 
thanks to Foundation Chairman, David 
Jones and Federal President, Bryan Inder 
as well as Diana Jones, Jennie Wickham 
and Victoria Branch members for the 
hospitality extended to Linda and myself. 
The presence of Wally Vears, who founded 


Above: David and Diana x 2, the Berthons (NSW) and the Joneses (VIC) at the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club Annual Meet at Monterey. They are standing beside 1912 Silver Ghost, 1958, 
a Penny Holmes Tourer owned by Michael Kadoorie from Central, Hong Kong. At Pebble 
Beach it was second in the Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost 1907-15 Class and won the Most Elegant 
Open Car Trophy. At one time owned by George Green (NSW), this car was driven by Frank 
Meek (NSW) to the first Australian Interstate Rally at Wagga Wagga in 1959. It left Australia 


the Victoria Branch, and Terry Bruce, a 
Foundation Member of the Branch added 
the perfect historical touch to a wonderful 
evening. On behalf of the Foundation I 
presented a complimentary copy of the 
book to Eric Henderson, Victoria Branch 
President for the Branch library. 


On 19 September I was the 
guest of the South Australian Branch at 
Jacob’s Creek Winery for their launch 
of the Club history. My thanks to Keith 
and Carol van der Pennen for organising 


Below and inset: The New South Wales Branch won the Best Club Display on 8 August 2004 
at Shannon's Eastern Creek Classic. The trophy was presented by Her Excellency Professor 
Marie Bashir AC, Governor of New South Wales on the occasion of the 40th Display Day of 
the Council of Motor Clubs. Malcolm Johns, pictured on the left, drove the Governor and her 
husband, Sir Nicholas Shehadie, in the centre, around the Eastern Creek raceway in 1911 
Silver Ghost, 1524, also shown in the inset as part of the Branch display. On the right of 
the photograph is David Marshall-Martin, President of the New South Wales Branch and 
Secretary of the Council of Motor Clubs. Photographs by the Editor. 


in 2001 after a succession of owners. Photograph from Diana Jones. 


a memorable event, which was attended 
by over 40 members and guests. When I 
was researching the Club history in South 
Australia I had the special priviledge of 
talking with Gavin Sandford-Morgan and 
Lionel Renfrey together. They initiated 
the formation of the Branch when they 
met in Lionel’s study in his Church of 
England Rectory — where else would you 
form a Rolls-Royce Club in ecclesiastical 
Adelaide! Gavin drove me to and from 
the launch and roaring through the gorges 
and cuttings of the Adelaide Hills in his 
fabulous 1921 Silver Ghost, 88NE, a 
Jarvis Tourer, with a cloudless blue sky 
above was open motoring at its best. 
Again on behalf of the Foundation, I 
presented to a complimentary copy to 
Branch President, Keith van der Pennen 
for the South Australian Branch library. 
Further launches are planned 
for the other Branches. Order forms are 
included in this issue and copies of the 
book are also available from the local 
representatives of the Foundation. 


Ros Rovet 
—] 


Rotts £Rerce &' 
1 = aw R a 


ARS." | 


MW 


Above: Boh Roberts (NSW) at the August 
2004 Council of Motor Clubs Display Day. 
His 1934 20/25 hp, GLB27, a Martin and 
King Sportsmans Saloon was part of the 
New South Wales Branch display, again 
celebrating 100 years of Rolls & Royce. Some 
of Bob Roberts’ experiences of hitchhiking 
in the UK during the 2004 Centenary World 
Tour are featured in this issue. 


2005 Canberra Federal Rally 


Federal Rallies have been held in Canberra 
since 1966, when the rally was organised 
by the New South Wales Branch as were 
the rallies in 1970 and 1980 before the 
ACT Branch hosted the 1987 and 1999 
Federal Rallies in Canberra. Eric Lang 
came across the registration form for the 
1980 Federal Rally, however, it is unlikely 
that motel prices of $22.50 a double will 
be repeated, or the Federal Dinner and 
Presentaion of Trophies at $24 per person 
in 2005. The Presentation Dinner in 2005 
is rumoured to be in Old Parliament House 
and that will be a night to add to the fond 
memories of rallies in Canberra. 


Vroom Vroom 


In the last issue the Federal President wrote 
about the ‘Bentley Lifestyle’ and this 
prompted Stewart Begg, who is assisting 
with the advertising for Praeclarum, to 
send a cocktail receipe: 


“Bentley 


30m] Calvados 
30ml Dubonnet 


Put ice in shaker. Add incredients. Shake, 
and strain into a 60ml cocktail glass. Chic, 
sumptuous and green with grunt - just like 
the car.” 


David Neely 


11-12 Jun 
24-30 Jul 


30 Mar-4 Apr 
23-30 Mar 


10 Oct 
20 Oct 
17 Nov 
18 Nov 
135 Dec 
26 Jan 


17 Oct 
14 Nov 
5 Dec 


16-17 Oct 
7 Nov 
5 Dec 


14 Oct 
16-17 Oct 


21 Nov 


2-4 Oct 


Below: Robyn Henderson (NSW) at Goodwood during the 2004 Centenary Tour in the United 
Kingdom with a Phantom. Tour particpants were taken for drives in a Phantom and as Bob 
Roberts, our intrepid hitchhiker and correspondent reported so descriptively, “We fanged 
down various country roads, at some stage doing nearly 90 miles an hour, and the car ran very 
smoothly indeed”. During September 2004 the 1000th Phantom was built so congratulations 
are in order. Photograph from Robyn and Mal Henderson. 
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Events Calendar 


Overseas 
2005 RREC Rally. Kelmarsh Hall, Northhampton RREC +44-1327-811788 
2005 RROC Annual Meet, Greenwich. Connecticut RROC, Inc. +1-717-697-4671 
Federal 
2005 Federal Rally. Canberra Alastair Kinloch 02-6295-9017 
2005 Overlander to Federal Rally Robyn Henderson 02-9542-8401 
Australian Capital Territory Branch 


New South Wales Branch 


R-R Centenary Display- Sydney Motor Show David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
General Meeting David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
General Meeting David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
Mid-week Run-Northern Beaches John Hiscox 02-9984-1169 

General Meeting David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
2005 NRMA Motorfest David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 


Queensland Branch 


Tram Museum Visit and Picnic Lunch John Wright 07-3263-1767 

Visit to Springbrook Manor Tony Barrow 07-5533-5344 

Annual Christmas Luncheon John Wright 07-3263-1767 
South Australian Branch 

Weekend Trip to Barmera Henry Slater 08-8333-3761 

Run and Lunch-Leonard’s Mill, Second Valley Sofija Virgo 08-8252-3414 

Christmas Picnic, Carrick Hill Sofija Virgo 08-8252-3414 


Victoria Branch 


Sir Henry Royce Foundation - Trophy Presentation Louise Matthews 03-9792-3498 


Weekend in Winchelsea Eric Henderson 03-9885-9938 

RACV Wings and Wheels - Lilydale Airport Eric Henderson 03-9885-9938 
Western Australia Branch 

Weekend Run to Bullsbrook and New Norcia Frits Verbunt 08-9374-0200 
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From the Federal President 


National Meet in Monterey 


Michele and I and a number of Australian 
members have just returned from the 
American National Meet in Monterey, 
California. This was preceded by the 
fabulous Pebble Beach Concours. These 
two events were another highlight in my 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley motoring life. 
The American members we met were so 
enthusiastic and friendly, and that was 
before they knew I was Federal President! 
Lynn Boynton, who I have known for a 
long time, and is now retiring as Chairman 
of the Silver Ghost Association, made 
Michele and I especially welcome at 
their very well attended dinner. Our 
regular Australian rally participant Bob 
Nicholson, who offered to help us at any 
time, also warmly greeted us. 

The whole week was packed 
with extremely interesting technical and 
historical seminars, drives to places of 
interest, trade stalls, and register style 
dinners each night over the week and all 
set in a very charming west coast area of 
America. The highlight of the week was 
the elaborate Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
Concours on the golf course at our rally 
headquarters. One day we were playing 
golf on the immaculate lawns of the golf 
course at our rally headquarters, and the 
next day the golf course was covered 
in magnificent Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars. Leading the large contingent of Silver 
Ghosts was AX 201, and on the other side 
of the fairway was the new Rolls-Royce 


Australians with AX-201 at Monterey during the 2004 Annual Meet of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Club Inc. Photograph from Bryan Inder. 


100EX Centenary Experimental Car. In 
another area there were the Bentley cars. 
These included those manufactured by 
W.O. Bentley and continued up to the new 
Bentley Continental GT 2 Door Coupe. 
All the cars were of a very high standard 
and the concours cars exceptional. The 
winning cars from each class were driven 
to receive a prize, and then parked in a 
‘winners circle’. 

The final black tie dinner 
closed the Centennial World Tour and 
all the associated celebrations of this 
year. During the dinner thanks were 
given to our Eric Henderson for his 
marvellous contribution to the Australian 
leg of the world tour. Pete Heller and 
Ann Wieland were there, and they were 
the sole participants who completed the 
entire journey around the world on the 
Centennial World Tour in their lovely 
1938 Bentley 414 litre Freestone & Webb 
saloon. The dinner was a fitting end to a 
truly fantastic year of celebrations. 


Club History Book Launch 


On long Qantas flights over the years 
I have read a wide variety of material 
including the Bible starting at page one 
and finishing on page fourteen hundred 
and not because of a fear of flying! 
I have read James Joyce ‘Ulysses’, I 
have read ‘Kidnap of the Flying Lady’, 
and now, flying to the American Meet I 
have read David Neely’s ‘In The Rear- 


View Mirror’. Let me say it is fantastic! 
This is the history of our club in detail, 
noting every member, every car, and 
every branch. It is written in a most 
interesting and enjoyable way, easily 
readable and with over seven hundred 
stunning photographs. The research 
undertaken by David was outstanding. 
Every branch minute must have been 
read, plus individual interviews and other 
detailed detective work to present the 
most accurate history of our club. 

I needed to read the book before 
I attended the official launch at The Sir 
Henry Royce Foundation in Melbourne 
on Friday 3° September 2004. On that 
day with Michele I flew to Melbourne to 
officially launch the book. Diana Jones is 
to be congratulated for writing to Federal 
Council suggesting that a book be written 
on the history of our club. Thanks also to 
Chairman David Jones and the Foundation 
for publishing the book. And finally to the 
author David Neely for his outstanding 
work resulting in this spectacular book. It 
is a must read and deserves pride of place 
in all our libraries. 

As we left the book launch on a 
dark wet Melbourne night in David and 
Diana Jones’ lovely Silver Dawn SOG36, 
David pointed out the site of the proposed 
new technical college. This is next to 
The Sir Henry Royce Foundation and the 
Lindsay Fox Museum and will cater for 
one thousand engineering students. I then 
mentioned the idea of club member David 
Davis, which I fully support, of building 
a reproduction Royce two cylinder car. 
My dream has always been to build the 
V8 Legalimit of 1906. I understand John 
Fasal in the U.K. has some numbered 
parts from the original Legalimit. Could 
this new college in Melbourne be the site 
of these rebuilds? 


Congratulations 


I would like to congratulate our new 
editor David Neely for the last issue of 
Praeclarum. The issue presented well and 
many members have commented very 
favourably on it to me. 


Yours in motoring 
Bryan Inder 
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46PK The ‘Alpine Seagull’. 


The Tale of the Alpine Seagull 


Editor ’ Note: The ‘Riviera Car’, 1923 Silver 
Ghost, 14PK, featured in PRA';CLARVM 
4-04 and it was considered likely that it 
would have crossed paths with 46PK, the 
experimental New Phantom with the new 
OHV engine and front wheel brakes, which 
Royce tested at Le Canadel in early 1924. 
This account of 46PK first appeared in the 
RREC Ghost Register News, October 2002. 
Updated here, this at times delightful flight 
of fantasy is nevertheless based on the facts 
that 46PK was the first chassis to be fitted 
with the experimental OHV engine, it did go 
to Le Canadel and was used by Royce when 
at West Wittering. 


Below: Sir Henry Royce with 46PK at West 
Wittering in 1925. 


ong ago, almost lost in the mists of 
Pee Rolls-Royce entered a team of 
three 40/50 hp cars into the 1913 Austrian 
Alpine trials. James Radley entered a 
fourth car. The four cars performed 
exceptionally well and completely 
dominated the Trial. As the cars swooped 
majestically through the Alpine passes 
they became known as the Alpine Eagles. 
Here is the story of a bird with much more 
humble origins. 


The one and only Alpine Seagull. 


The scene changes to the Rolls-Royce 
Boardroom a short time after the 1914- 


18 war. The Directors were discussing 
matters of great importance. Sales of 
the 40/50 hp were declining, the model 
had been in production since 1906 and 
on sale since 1907 and the motoring 
public were complaining that the car was 
old fashioned. Many long established 
customers were turning to Hispano- 
Suiza, Bentley and Bugatti. These cars 
were more powerful and faster than 
the 40/S50hp. They also stopped better, 
particularly the Hispano Suiza with 
its front wheel brakes. A momentous 
decision was made to develop a new 
model with a more powerful engine, front 
wheel brakes and a range of sporting 
bodies. The new model was given the 
code name ‘Seagull’. 


By the latter part of 1922 drawings for the 
new model were being issued by Royce 
and his design teams at West Wittering 
and Le Canadel and by early 1923 parts 
were being made in sufficient numbers 
to enable the experimental department 
to construct eight experimental engines. 
In September 1923 the first of the eight 
engines was being bench tested by 
Ernest Hives, Head of the Experimental 
Department. The first chassis to receive 
the experimental engine was 46PK, an ‘R’ 


series 40/50hp, fitted with Hooper touring 
coachwork. 


The Seagull had hatched! 


By mid December 1923 the Seagull was 
being test driven around the roads of the 
Derbyshire Peak district and in January 
1924 a tryptique was obtained for France, 
Italy and Austria. Royce had asked for 
46PK to be brought to his winter home 
at Le Canadel so that he could test drive 
his latest creation. So on 1 February, 
1924 Percy Northey, Head of the Trials 
Department at Conduit Street set off for 
the Continent accompanied by Saviour 
Henry Lauro, a driver/mechanic from the 


Experimental Department. By this time 
the Seagull code name had been changed 
to Eastern Armoured Car or E.A.C. 


After taking the car to Royce at Le 
Canadel, Northey was busy demonstrating 
a standard 40/50hp to important potential 
customers in Cannes and Monte Carlo and 
Lauro was instructed to take the car to the 
mountains for some serious road testing 
and largely left to his own devices. It had 
been decided by Hives that the car should 
go to the Stelvio Pass in Italy, scene of the 
Alpine Eagles’ triumph in 1913 in order 
to assess its performance under severe 
Alpine conditions, so amid great secrecy 
on Lauro’s part (it is thought that Hives 
did not want Northey to know), he went 
on a six or seven hundred mile round 
trip from Cannes to the Alps. Looking 
at correspondence from this period it 
appears that there was some degree of 
rivalry between Hives and Northey. Percy 
Northey had been a test driver back in the 
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Left: 46PK at the Hunt 
House before the auction 


Below. 46PK entering the 
workshop. 


Below: Gearbox with temporary wiring. 


Above: Engine compartment as found. 
Left: Body removal. 


Below: Engine after cleaning. 
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Above: English ash frame under 
constrction. 


Manchester days, driving a Light 20 on 
the Isle of Man T.T. races, Ernest Hives 
was one of the Works drivers on the 1913 
Alpine Trials so one can understand his 
desire to test the Seagull in the Alps. 


So the Seagull became an Alpine 
Seagull! 


46PK was returned to Derby in March 
1923 and development of the project 
continued. Royce took particular interest 
in the car and it stayed at West Wittering 
for his personal use for much of the time 
until it was returned to Sales in 1926. The 
Alpine Seagull was sold in March 1928 to 
Mrs. Currie of Winchester who, in 1940, 
donated it to the Red Cross for conversion 
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to an ambulance. After the War it was 
acquired by a new owner who drove it 
until 1948 when he placed it in store in 
a West Country boathouse. The Alpine 
Seagull then had a long rest of 53 years. 
On his death, 46PK was sold and the very 
down at heel Seagull changed ownership 
in June 2001. 


Since then over 6000 hours has been 
spent carefully rehabilitating her and she 
moved under her own power for the first 
time in 54 years on 4 March, 2002. 


Below: The ‘Alpine Seagull’ - the first Phantom - with the Goodwood Phantom 


Above: Replica coachwork complete and 
ready for painting. 


Left: Coachwork painted and trimmed. 


The Seagull has flown! 


Attempts to locate the original Hooper 
coachwork met with no success so a 
replica of the original has been fitted 
and in August 2004 the Alpine Seagull 
made her first long journey, back to the 
boathouse where she rested for so many 
years. Her next long journey will be back 
to Le Canadel and the Alps. 


The Alpine Seagull will soar in the Alps 
once again! 
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Glimpses into the Past: No. 17 Part 2 
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olls-Royce 20/25 hop. GCI38 photographed new a 


The design has the usual angle to the door tops and, unusually, hidden front but exposed rear hinges. 
The door bottoms splay out slightly which could be the reason exposed rear hinges were needed. 


Arnold of Manchester 


By Tom C Clarke (UK) © 2004 


Editor’s Note: In Part I an incorrect 
caption was attributed to the bottom 
photograph on page 4343. John Floyd 
(VIC) identified the car shown as a 
Standard, not a Lancia Dilambda as 
indicated in the caption. My thanks 
to John Floyd and apologies to Tom 
Clarke and James Fack. The illustration 
is reproduced below with the correct 
caption. 


Arnold’s late 1931 Standard 16 ‘Arnaulet’ 
saloon. This lovely cutaway drawing was 
executed by J. Ferguson in The Autocar 8 
Jan. 1932 p.46-7. (Courtesy of James Fack, 
U.K., and The Autocar) 


. W. Arnold’s son J. Allan Armitage 

Arnold (1906-70s), was educated at 
Wellington and Malvern Colleges, and 
Cambridge. As a director in the company 
he was called the technical adviser in 
the business but his main interest was 
pursuing his love of motor sport. Early 
on he used a Lea-Francis Hyper for sprint 
work. In December 1936 the Frazer-Nash 
BMW agency was added to the range 
and at least two had Arnold bodies. As 
one might expect, Allan Arnold used a 
Frazer-Nash at sprint events as well. This 
was his ‘Terror’ acquired from R. G. J. 
Nash (not connected to the car firm). It 
seems likely that Allan Arnold’s influence 
can be seen in the choice of German 
cars for subsequent agencies and in the 
sporting styles tried by Arnold pre War. 
Further encouragement for Allan Arnold’s 
sprint work came from his friend Peter 
Crummack. The Crummacks, owners of 
a cloth rubberising business, were good 
customers for William Arnold cars. 

Many cups were won at coachwork 


competitions most notably perhaps at the 
1928 Southport Rally with Arnold’s own 
two-year old 6/4-litre Bentley! It is not 
clear who Arnold’s designer was. William 
Arnold himself was not a designer and it 
is thought George Donaldson undertook 
this task. However, Allan Arnold also had 
a part in designs from the early 1930s, 
modifying Standard 9s and 16s into 
the company’s ‘Arnaulet’ offering. This 
included replacement radiator, bonnet, 
and stoneguard to his design. As with all 


A 1930 Lancia Dilambda exhibited at the 
Olympia Show and called the ‘Arnaulet 
Slip-stream’. All the Arnold hallmarks can 
be seen, complemented with special curves 
in the wing valances. (Motor Body Building 
& Vehicle Construction Dec. 1930 p.275) 
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1932 Rolls-Royce 20/25 h.p. GMU24 pillarless saloon, a A 1934 Rolls-Royce 20/25 h.p., either GAE12 or GRF4 
Show car, delivered to E. S. Crummack. This shows the 
features Allan Arnold made a hallmark: high waist line, 
contrasting paint scheme, polished or plated discs. Early 
pillarless designs used obtrusive exposed hinges. 


when new, with semi swept-tail and the high waist which 
Arnold employed. 


1934 Rolls-Royce 20/25 h.p. GFE25. The attention to the contrasted mouldi 
polished discs, exemplify the house style. (Courtesy of Glyn Morris,U.S.A.) 


Below: Believed to be R. W. Crummack’s 1935 Bentley 3'-litre 

B1I51ICW Arnold ‘Airline’ saloon outside the Arnold works. This 

was essentially an ‘Arnaulet’ with airline style rear. The spare 

wheel is mounted on a hinged lid. Note the style of the wings and 

Arnold's now-familiar flat roof line. The wheel discs had not yet 

been fitted but would probably have been the polished or plated 

type. Swept-tail bodies were fitted to two Arnold BL series cars 

but B151CW appears to have been amongst the earliest ‘Airline’ Below: An early 1935 Rolls-Royce 20/25 h.p., GRF6 fitted with 
types. The car was rebodied as a Park Ward, probably post 1945. an Arnold ‘Airline’ body. Seen here new in Arnold's favoured 
(Courtesy of the late David Gandhi, U.K.) light-coloured scheme. GEH4 was another ‘Airline’. 
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Left: Arnold’ Show advertisement in The Motor 16 
al October 1935. The Show car was B123EJ which had a 


stepped flowing boot so it is likely this photograph shows 
Arnold’s demonstrator, BI29DK. 


Exhibiting 


ROLLS-ROYCE . 
BENTLEY \ 


Below: 1935 Bentley 3%-litre B129DK when new, in 
dove grey it is believed or an off white. (Courtesy of 
James S. Facinelli, U.S.A.) 


A demonstration model of the above is for sale and 
can be inspected during the Olympia Exhibition. 


Below: Another ‘Streamline’ Bentley, an 
unidentified 1936-37 4% litre. Because of 
the summer growth in the trees, and the 
newly-introduced Ace Cornercroft front 
sidelamps, the choice of chassis has to be 
between B254GA, BI16HK and B164KT. 
The design seems tighter and lighter than 
other offerings. 


re hot 
Ack TET Mo 
MW 


Above: 1935 Bentley 32-litre B129DK ‘Airline’ saloon. 
This was an Arnold demonstrator and was used for a 
long period by J. W. Arnold himself. (Courtesy of James 
S. Facinelli, U.S.A.) 


Left: The interior of the Arnold works in Upper Brook 
Street, early 1935, showing B151CW in the foreground, 
20/25 h.p. GFE25 behind with a registration ending in 
‘60’, a 20 h.p. 2-door cabriolet behind the pillar, and 
a 20/25 body being made on the right (possibly GRF4 
or GLG10). (Courtesy of Ted Richards, U.K.) 
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Period Arnold stationery. (Courtesy of the late David L. Gandhi, U.K.) 


coachbuilders full size layouts were drawn 
on a wall for measurements and templates 
to be made. The firm’s ‘Arnaulet’ design 
was initially a landaulette but developed 
into a saloon with Pytchley sunroof in 
later years. 

From the early 1930s, when several car 
makers and coachbuilders experimented 
with airflow designs, Arnold developed 
their ‘Slipstream’ and ‘Airline’ saloons. 
Arnold pursued the type with vigour even 
though the ‘Airline’ cannot have been to 
many customers’ taste. (Knibbs & Parkyn 
in Manchester emulated Arnold’s lead 
with a close copy on Bentley B141KU.) 
The notion that these ‘fastback’ designs 
improved performance is at odds with the 
frontal resistance of cars in the period. Yet 
it was only the rear that offered scope to 
coachbuilders. It is not entirely clear what 
types ‘Airline’ and ‘Slipstream’ described. 
For some ‘Airline’ is Arnold’s bulbous 
airflow type without spare wheel on 
the rear, and ‘Slipstream’ with the spare 
wheel. But it seems likely that ‘Airline’ 
referred to those with and without the rear 
spare, and ‘Slipstream’ to the subsequent 


Right: 1935 Bentley 3/- 
lite B46EF  swept-tail 
saloon with more orthodox 
and elegant wings. Seen \_ 
here in 1950 being sold w= 
by the Swain Group. | } 
(Courtesy of John W. De 
Campi, U.S.A.) 


design with a flowing stepped-boot, also 
with and without boot-mounted spare. 
These designs shared the same main 
body tub and, sometimes, front semi- 
pontoon wings. A shorter swept-tail type 
with normal wings was also made. From 
surviving pictures it is clear that at least 
half of Arnold’s 3-litre Bentley, and 
over half of 4'4-litre, were airflow or 
related types. At least one Alvis Speed 
20 was also bodied as a ‘Slipstream’ with 
boot-mounted spare. 
A flatter roofline with falling door tops, 
a bowed-up waist line, large boots, and 
some convoluted mouldings are other 
features that make Arnold cars from this 
period distinctive if not entirely elegant 
compared to their stylish 1920s designs. 
It was not until February 1937 that 
the business became a private limited 


company to take over John William 
Arnold’s business. (An unresolved claim 
has it that Cockshoot built the last few 
bodies for Arnold just before the outbreak 
of war in 1939. John Norris, who owned 
Cockshoot, and Arnold were good friends 
but in this period Cockshoot was building 


Left: 1936 20/25 h.p. GXK61 limousine seen 
here in a recent photograph. This was a common 
enough offering from British coachbuilders 
although Arnold managed to keep the roofline 
‘lower’ than most partly by raising the waistline. 
The awkward rise at the scuttle is the result. 


(Courtesy of Klaus-Josef Roffeldt, Germany) 


very few bodies and Norris’s son Brian, 
1915-2003, recalls no work done for 
Arnold.) In these immediate pre War 
years the Standard as well as the Hudson 
agencies were taken on. 

Former employee Edwin Dunn (b.1914) 
recalled the company for me. He joined in 
1928 in the stores section before becoming 
an apprentice mechanic. Miss Murdoch 
and Mrs Brown worked as secretaries 
for the formidable Mr. Amold. Ernest 
Parker (b.1888, at Royce Ltd. 1903-06 
on the sales side, then to Wolseley, and 
Crossley) joined in 1911 and was general 
manager, from 1937 a director and 
company secretary. His son Geoffrey C. 
Parker was managing director many years 
later, and his brother J. Fred Parker was 
sales manager and also later a director. 
Charles L. Davies was accountant (and 
post War the company secretary, later 
succeeded by James L. E. Wright.). Jim 
Briggs was foreman, Ronald Marchant 
the engineering supervisor 1934-46 (died 
2003), and Robert Silcock a tester. On 
the coachbuilding side Willie McGregor 
was the foreman maker and Fred Lake, 


Below: 1937 Daimler Light 
Straight 8 registered DNA- 
276. This is a ‘Slipstream’ 
type (stepped rear boot) but 
was made particularly tall 
Jor the unknown first owner. 
(Courtesy of Ted Richards, 
U.K.) 
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Period Arnold stationery. (Courtesy of the late David L. Gandhi, U.K.) 


William Cooke, Tommy Cooper, Bill 
Price, and Fred Mottram were talented 
panel beaters and coachbuilders. 

Amold had begun to move into war 
work some time before hostilities began. 
Premises were taken at 23 Upper Brook 
Street for this work though it was bombed 
in the Blitz. In August 1943 a government 
building in Macclesfield Road, Hazel 
Grove (adjoining the Marcliff Cinema) 
was bought by Arnold under the Shadow 
Factory scheme. During the early part of 
the War the firm did vehicle conversions 
for civilian emergencies but its main role 
was in the making of aircraft parts. The 
Upper Brook Street works had for some 
time been making parts for Fairey Battle 
and Halifax aircraft. At Hazel Grove 
Marchant and Dunn controlled the making 
of the massive and complex bomb- 
bay hatches Manchester and Lancaster 
aircraft, a tribute to the engineering skills 
a firm such as Arnold could offer. 

Dunn worked on all the chassis 
customers brought in for repair and, post 
War, also doubled up as Allan Arnold’s 


racing mechanic on both his Bugatti 
type 51 with Wilson preselector gearbox 
(registered GXJ-96, before becoming GP- 
1000 taken from a Frazer-Nash) and the 
‘Terror’ already mentioned. 

At the end of the war the Hazel Grove 
premises were used for about a year to 
make prefabricated houses for an outside 
contract and the building was given up 
before 1950. New but unsold prewar 
cars that had been stored around the 
outskirts of Manchester were recovered, 
a small amount of coachbuilding was 
done until 1948, including some Austin 
buses and double decker Crossley buses 
for Manchester City Council (called 
‘54s’) but the firm then turned to motor 
agencies again. For a period the Bradford 
and Jowett were sold and the Mercedes- 
Benz and Armstrong Siddeley agencies 
acquired. Mechanical repairs 
were still a large part of the company’s 


were 


work, particularly on Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley, and Dunn was sent to Rolls- 
Royce at Hythe Road for training on 
the new models. A Silver Ghost had 


The Hazel Grove factory during the War showing aircraft bomb-bay hatches being made. 
(Courtesy of Ted Richards, U.K.) 


been converted some years before as 
a tow truck and was used not just for 
customers’ cars but also for Mr. Arnold 
who seemed to break down a lot in his 
various Bristols, Lagondas and Mercedes! 
His long-suffering driver was Jim Bates. 
In 1953 Dunn was sent to Germany for 
retraining when the Volkswagen agency 
was taken on. This became the firm’s 
staple offering. 

Armmold himself had lived at ‘The 
Thatch’, Fallibroome, near Prestbury in 
Cheshire for many years and survived to a 
great age. In his later years, still the stern 
but kindly Victorian, he relied on one of 
the first motorised wheelchairs to move 
around his business. He had acquired 
a 1903 De Dion (not Arnold bodied) 
during the War and had it restored for 
display in the showroom. Cups for all 
the coachwork competitions the company 
had won were also there but are not now 
known. He remained managing director 
of an unrelated company, Lewis Green & 
Co. of London, but his real interest was 
the rearing of cattle on his smallholding 
and in his last years he played little part 
in his old company. The firm stayed under 
the control of Davies and Parker. 

In late 1973 the firm moved to 
new premises in Southmoor Road, 
Wythenshawe (see Manchester Evening 
News 26 Mar. 1974 p.13) when the Upper 
Brook Street premises were compulsorily 
purchased for redevelopment. About 180 
were in the workforce here and in other 
branches opened around Cheshire. The 
firm moved to Altrincham in 1975 (Dunn 
retired on 30 June 1975 and died in 
2002), traded until around 1982 and was 
dissolved in 1985. As with Cockshoot yet 
another reputable Manchester engineering 
and coachwork firm had ceased to be a 
northern landmark. 
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Right: A post war snapshot at a motor trial 
of Allan Arnold at the wheel of his Bugatti 
with Peter Crummack (an Arnold customer) 
left and Eddie Dunn (Arnold’s mechanic) 
right. (Courtesy of Ted Richards, U.K.) 


(My thanks to Jim Facinelli for spurring 
on my quest, and to the late Edwin Dunn, 
Philip Baker, Bill Yarwood, and the late 
R. Marchant for their recollections; Steve 
Hubbard for Silver Ghost information; 
and to the late David L. Gandhi of Arnside 
and Ted Richards of Kendal for personal 
knowledge of Arnold - Tom Clarke.) 
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The Arnold coachplate in the style used until replaced by an ‘art deco’ type in the late 1930s. Courtesy of Klaus-Josef Roffeldt, Germany. 


Centenary Tribute to a 


Model Engineer and a Model Rolls-Royce Historian 


Tom Clarke has had a most unsual compliment paid to his esoteric researches. 
As a tribute to Tom Clarke and Henry Royce, Jean Paul Thévenet built a 1/42 
model of the 1904 10 hp two-cylinder, 20151, a Barker rear entrance Tonneau, 
which was the first Rolls-Royce to be completed and delivered. It was supplied 
to Paris Singer in August, 1904. Jean Paul Thévenet was inspired by the photo 
Tom Clarke found and used in The Edwardian Roll-Royce showing Paris Singer 
and his mistress Countess de Grey on the first ever Roll-Royce. The result is this 


fantastic model. 


The 1/42 scale model was made from over 160 parts. A lot of them are made of solid metal (wings, radiator, steps. starting handle 
etc...) and to give you a better idea of the work involved, each step was made of 5 parts. The front wheels hubs have round ends but the 
rear ones are flat - just like the real thing... The seats are trimmed in real leather and the trembler coil box on the dash is made of wood. 
Of course, the drip-feed lubricators are made of brass. In all. 150 hours were necessary to produce this master-piece. The photographs 
were generously provided by André Blaize, who steers ‘The Ghost Club International’ dedicated to Rolls-Royce cars, big and small. 
Visit the website at http://perso.club-internet.fr/blaize/index.html for an amazing look at the world of model Rolls-Royce cars. 
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Participants at the Silver Spirit, Bentley Mulsanne and Derivatives (‘SMART’) Register Weekend with some 
fellow members from the ACT Branch. Photographs in this article by Marilyn Stokes unless otherwise noted. 


THE ‘SMART’ REGISTER WEEKEND 
IN WAGGA WAGGA, NSW 


By Marilyn Stokes (VIC) 


MM had travelled from all over 
L Australia to attend this annual event. 
We had members from the Australian 
Capital Territory, Tasmania, New South 
Wales, Victoria, South Australia and 
Queensland which was very pleasing. 
For some it was their first attendance at 
a ‘SMART’ Register weekend, and for 
others it was their repeat, or even fourth, 
attendance. 

Dinner on Friday evening 
was held at the Quality Inn Carriage 
House Motor Inn, where we stayed. 
We were welcomed by the Registrars, 
Chris Lenehan and Anthony Kierce, and 
introduced to Wayne and Glynis Hart, 
members of the ACT Branch who live 
in Wagga Wagga. Wayne is also CEO 
of Southern Oil Refineries Ltd, which 
we were to visit on Sunday. Wayne and 
Glynis own a 1951 Silver Dawn. We 
also welcomed David and Linda Neely, 
David being the brand new Editor of 
Praeclarvm. 

Saturday was a delightful day 
and we enjoyed the short drive to the 
Botanical Gardens. Our first visit here 


27-29 AUGUST, 2004. 


was to the Museum of the Riverina, 
which included the Wagga Sporting Hall 
This was a very impressive 
museum and members wandered around 
on their own looking at all the exhibits, 
which included an outdoor area which 
resembled a mini village with old 
buildings and machinery. 

Our next port of call was at the 
Willans Hill Miniature Railway, which 
was located in the middle of the Botanical 
Gardens. It comprised a full system 
of various tracks with points, operated 
by the signal box, travelling through 
cuttings, over bridges and through tunnels 
along a variety of interesting terrains. 
The total length of track was 2 kilometres. 
Everyone had a great deal of fun. Our 
engines were petrol-driven because there 


Chris Lenehan, on the left, and Anthony 
Kierce presided over the Register meeting in 
a relaxed setting. 


te 


of Fame. 


was insufficient time to fire up one of the 
steam locomotives. We were joined by 
Bob Clarke an ACT Branch member from 
Wagga Wagga with his very delightful 
1927 20hp with its Melbourne Motor 
Body Assembling Co. saloon coachwork. 

While here we had a visit from 
WIN television who interviewed Anthony 
Kierce. There was also a beautiful blonde 
photographer present from the local paper. 
Neither Chris Lenehan nor David Doyle 
enjoyed all the attention she gave them at 
all! I could tell by the big grins on their 
faces! Both their photographs with their 
corresponding cars appeared in the local 
paper. 

From here we had a 15-minute 
drive to the Murrumbidgee River, where 
we were booked for a lunch cruise. We 
all arrived and alighted from our cars 
ready to board the boat and then realised 
“How 


odd”, we thought to ourselves and each 


there was not a boat in sight. 


other, hoping we had arrived at the right 
venue! However, about 15 minutes later 
a boat appeared on its trailer towed by a 
vehicle, which was then launched, with 
an audience of 43! So we now had a boat. 
Half way there. But what about lunch? 
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No need to worry. Chris Lenehan arrived 
a few minutes later with a boot full of 
boxed lunches, which we picked up and 
clutched under our arms as we boarded 
the boat. However only half us would fit 
on this boat! No worries! As soon as this 
boat departed the second boat appeared 
from somewhere and was then launched. 

We enjoyed our lunch as we 
cruised very leisurely up and down the 
We had a running commentary, 
which gave us much information about 
the river and its history and flora and 
fauna. We were in no hurry for the cruise 
to finish and were quite disappointed 
when it was time to disembark. We 
had enjoyed ourselves relaxing in the 


river. 


sunshine. 

It was a quick drive back to the 
motel in time for the Technical Sessions. 
sessions 
available — one held by a Beauty Therapist 
(Trish Lenehan) and one held on the cars 
(Bill Coburn and Robert Chapman). All 
the ladies (except the author) attended 
the Beauty Therapy session, while all 
the men (and the author) attended the 
The ladies mentioned that 


There were two technical 


car session. 
they were glad I was at the car session 
because otherwise I may have taken some 
embarrassing photos of them! 

The car session commenced 
with a quiz composed by Bill Coburn. 
This was an interesting quiz with 32 
questions, some easy questions and some 
not so easy ones. After this we had a 
presentation by Bill Coburn on some 
maintenance issues, and then a technical 
session by Robert Chapman. We thank 
them both very much for all their effort. 

By this time the ladies had 
finished their session around the swimming 
pool, which they thoroughly enjoyed, by 
all accounts, so the gentlemen and I took 
their place there to hold the SMART 
Register Annual Meeting. A number 
of issues were discussed, including the 
venue for next year’s event. At this stage 
Mildura was chosen. 

During the evening some ACT 
members arrived who were holding a 
rally in Wagga Wagga coincidentally with 
us. They included Kerry and Karen 
Bos in a Silver Shadow, Ken and Lynn 
Baldwin in a Turbo R, Chris and Narelle 
O’Rourke in a Silver Cloud, Eric Goudie 
ina S3, John Elliott in a Silver Shadow IL, 
Michael and Susie Zwar in an S Bentley, 


Janette and Ralph Thomas with 1986 Bentley Mulsanne, BSG15341. 


Alastair Kinlock in a Silver Shadow, Dale 
Brown and John Shipard. They joined us 
for breakfast the next day and then some 
of them came to the oil refinery with us. 
We enjoyed meeting up with them. 

Dinner on Saturday evening was 
held at the Wagga Wagga Winery and 
we were taken there by coach. The next 
moming the individual cars and their 
owners were photographed in the car 
park of the motel as they arrived to line 
up ready to leave for our first visit for the 
day. Just as the photographic session was 
finishing it started to drizzle slightly. By 
the time we arrived at our first venue, the 
Southern Oil Refinery, the rain had set in 
for the day. 

The Southern Oil Refinery, 
of which Wayne is one of about 60 
shareholders, is the only oil refinery in 
Australia to re-refine used oil back to 


David and Wendy Doyle with 1984 Silver Spirit, ASEO8258. 


virgin quality lube oil. 

Upon arrival we were all given 
a hard hat and safety glasses. We were 
introduced to the staff members and then 
we were split into two groups — one that 
wanted to climb up the refining tower and 
one that did not! The tower people were 
then split into two groups. Wayne took 
one half of us up the tower and another 
staff member took up the other half. By 
this time it was raining and cold, but that 
did not deter us! In any case the view 
was worth the climb. All the processes 
were explained to us, but because of the 
wind and the noise of the plant I could not 
hear most of it. However, by the end of 
the visit I had learnt quite a lot about the 
process. 

After our tower visit, we then 
visited the outside of the plant with 
explanations, followed by a visit to the 


ie 
Ivan and Deirdre Pearson. 


computerised control room, and then the 
laboratory. We were all given a sample of 
old oil and re-refined oil in a presentation 
box. 


ae of used 


re-fined oil were provided in presentation 
packs. Photograph from Wayne Hart. 


From what Wayne and the other 
staff members told us, and a pamphlet 
on the Refinery, I obtained the following 
information. “The refinery operates with 
an EPA licenced capacity of 20 million 
litres per year of used oil, or an intake 
of 64,000 litres of used oil per operating 
day”. Oil arrives from all over Australia 
on a daily basis and is first tested to make 
sure it is of a suitable quality for re- 
refining by using a flash test. If it is too 
contaminated the carrier has to take the 
oil back from whence it came. This cost 
is borne by the sender. ‘“Re-refined oil is 
recovered at the end of its product life of 
lubricating, cooling, anti-corrosion, and 
protective duties. It is then re-refined 
to virgin base oil quality through the 
removal of fuel diluents, contaminants 
and degradation products using advanced 
oil refinery technologies. The SOR used 
oil re-refining process is made up of four 
main steps. 


Jean and Bill Allsep. 
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1. Used oil stabilisation to remove water 
and fuel diluents from engine use. 

2. Two-stage evaporation to extract lube 
distillates from the used oil mixture. 

3. Fractionation of distillates to separate 
out the two grades of base oil from the 
residual fuel oils. 

4. Solvent extraction of the impurities in 
the base oils”. 

The refinery produces two types 
of oil, light (SN 150) and heavy (SN 
300). 

It was a most interesting visit and 
we thank Wayne and Glynis very much 
for offering their time and hospitality to 
show us through the plant. It was the first 
time members of the public as a group 
had been allowed on site so I hope we 
behaved ourselves and showed sufficient 
appreciation for others to be invited! 

Our last venue for the weekend 
was the RSL Club in Wagga Wagga where 
we had lunch in the Chinese restaurant. 
Here a number of presentations were 
made to members. David Cornish donated 
the first prize. It was windscreen cleaner, 
which he had bought from Bentley Motors 
while he and Thea were in England. It 
was awarded to a Bentley owner, Ralph 
Thomas, who we all greatly admired 
for his tenacity and perseverance in 
overcoming his surgery to attend. The 
next prize was presented to the “most 
intelligent” person on the Rally and 
was presented to Robert Chapman for 
his knowledge of Rolls-Royce and_ his 
innovative products. The next prize was 
presented to the ““Naughtiest” person on 
the Rally. This was presented to David 
Doyle for his non-appearance at breakfast 
on Sunday morning! He was given a 
bottle of beer. The last prize was presented 
to Bill Coburn for his contribution to the 
Technical Session. 

It was now time to say good- 
bye to everyone and make our own ways 
home. We had all had a very enjoyable 
weekend and cannot thank Chris Lenehan 
and Anthony Kierce enough. We also 
thank very much Trish Lenehan, Bill 
Coburn and Robert Chapman for their 
contributions in running the Technical 
Sessions. 

We also thank all the participants 
for coming from all corners of Australia to 
make up a lovely group of members and 
cars. 
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Above: Margaret and Brian Hallo. 


Below. Chris and Trish Lenehan. 
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Above: Stewart Begg and Geoff Nobs. 


Below: David and Thea Cornish. 


Above: Jack and Pat Rodgers. 
Below. Jill and John Dickson. 
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Above: Joy and Dick Donnelley. 


Below: Peter Chan, Tuppence and Bill 
Coburn. 


Editor's note: This extract is taken from 
Lola Priddle’s (pictured above at the 
wheel of their Bentley Eight) account 
of the weekend written for the Northern 
Spirit. Photograph by the Editor. 


“Now custodians of an eligible vehicle, 
we decided to attend the ‘SMART’ 
Register weekend at Wagga Wagga .... 
A highlight for Queensland 
Branch members was seeing Glynis and 
Wayne Hart, uatil recently Queensland 
Branch members of the Club. They 
have moved to Wagga where Wayne has 
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Members and Guests at the ‘SMART? Register 
Weekend at Wagga Wagga 


Members and Guests State 
Bill and Jean ALLSEP VIC 

Stewart BEGG and Geoff NOBS NSW 
Ashley BOLAND NSW 


Robert and Theresa CHAPMAN “VIC 
Bill COBURN and Peter CHAN ACT 
with “Tuppence” 


David and Thea CORNISH VIC 
John and Jill DICKSON VIC 
Dick and Joy DONNELLEY NSW 
David and Wendy DOYLE VIC 
Brian and Margaret HALLO VIC 
Wayne and Glynis HART ACT 
Noel and Robyn KENNEDY QLD 
with Loretta MacCROARTY 


Anthony, Tom, Elaine, Jono and VIC 
Peter KIERCE 


Chris and Trish LENEHAN VIC 
David and Linda NEELY NSW 
Ivan and Deirdre PEARSON TAS 
Jeffrey and Lola PRIDDLE QLD 
Jack and Pat RODGERS QLD 
Paul and Marilyn STOKES VIC 
Ralph and Janette THOMAS SA 
John and Marjorie WILSON VIC 


been appointed €EO of Southern Oil 
Refineries Pty Ltd. .... 

Thanks to Chris and Trish 
Lenehan and Anthony Kierce for a very 
enjoyable week-end. It was packed with 
interesting things to do (and eat) and 
from various comments heard, everyone 
had a great time and are promising 
to meet up in Mildura next year for a 
similar session.” 


Below: Wayne Hart organised the 
inspection of the refinery and gave a 


fascinating account of how this company 


re-refines used oil back to virgin quality 
lube oil. Photograph by Marilyn Stokes. 


Year Model Chassis No. 
1976 Silver Shadow SRH22945 
1991 Silver Spirit IL ASM34904 
1996 Bentley Brooklands BET57952 
1970 Silver Shadow SRH8777 
1984 Silver Spur ANE10059 
1969 Bentley T SBH7104 
1979 Silver Shadow II SRH36331 
1986 Silver Spirit ASG15800 
1984 Silver Spirit ASE08258 
1987 Silver Spirit ASJ22225 
1951 Silver Dawn SBD90 
1983 Silver Spirit ASC06556 
1985 Silver Spirit ASF12985 
1994 Silver Spirit III ASR54412 
1963 Silver Cloud III SEV387 
1995 Silver Spur JIT ANS55236 
1989 Bentley Eight BEK26739 
1986 Bentley Mulsanne _BSG14678 
1981 Silver Spirit ASB02636 
1986 Bentley Mulsanne BSG15341 
1984 Camargue AJE08943 


Above: David Doyle modelling for the 
Wagga Wagga newspaper with his Silver 
Spirit and the superb folding table with R-R 
inlays, which he crafted. 


Below: Anthony Kierce, ‘SMART’ Registrar. 
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Top left: David Jones, Foundation Chairman, 
on the right, welcomed David Vann, Foundation 
Trustee on the left, and Linda and David 
Neely. 


Top Right: Jim Kelso, Foundation Trustee with 
Wally Vears, centre, who founded the Victoria 
Branch and Victoria Branch Foundation 
Member, Terry Bruce. 


DAVID R NEELY 


Bryan Inder, Federal President with Victoria David Neely thanked Jennie Wickham for her 


Branch President, Eric Henderson. wonderful assistance during the project. 
David Neely presented Terry f LEE) 


Bruce with his copy of the 
David and Diana Jones. Diana initiated the book. 
project which lead to the book. 


Distinguished author on Roll-Royce, lan Irwin 
and his wife Ida offered their congratulations. 
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2004 Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance 


(Photographs and information from David Berthon) 


Top Left: 1914 Silver Ghost, a Top right: 1912 Silver Ghost, 
Barker Landaulette, won second 1850E, a Thrupp and Maberly 
place in the Pre-War Preservation ; - Limousine won the Co-Chairman’ 
class and the FIVA award. ‘ award. 


Left: 1954 Phantom IV, 4PB3, a 
Hooper Empress Line Limousine 
built for Prince Faisal, Prince 
Regent of Iraq. Re-dedicated in 
1999 to Princess Diana, Princess 
of Wales, the car carries a 18K 
gold Spencer Family crest (inset). 


Top Centre: 1912 Silver Ghost, 
1985, a Labourdette Torpedo 

known as the ‘Jade Ghost’ with 
jade door handle shown (inset). 


Below: 1914 Silver Ghost, 65RB, 
a Kellner Torpedo. Below: 1930 Phantom I with 


Brewster coachwork. 


Below: The legendary 1907 

Silver Ghost, 60551, known as 
AX201, was generously loaned by 
Bentley Motors for the Centennial 
Celebrations of Rolls-Royce by the 
RROC of America in Monterey. 


Below bottom: The mascot, 
“Kicking your Heels up’, on 
panned by ; David Robson’s 1912 Silver Ghost, 
2079. This car was at the 1996 
Wollongong Federal Raily. 


Below: NSW Branch Member, 
Jorge Fernandez after taking 
second place in the Hispano-Suiza 
Class and the special Alec Ulmann 
Trophy. His 1919 Hispano-Suiza 
H6B, Duvivier Torpedo was 
originally delivered to the King of 
Spain. Note the front wheel brakes 
as discussed by David Berthon in 
the last issue of Praeclarum. 


Below: WA Branch Member, 
Peter Briggs with his wife Robyn 
in their 1915 Hispano-Suiza 
Alphonso XIII Roadster, formerly 


owned by George Green. 
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2004 New South Wales Branch Concours d’Elegance 
at The King’s School, Parramatta, 22 August 2004 


rivet 


1936 25/30 hp H J Mulliner Saloon. A aie . q 1929 Phantom II Victor Broome 
BEBE AR . Limousine. 


1924 20 hp Barker Carrosserie Transformable. The 
Overall Winner flying the ‘R-R 100 years’ balloon 
and showing the Club display board for this model. 


Overall Winner Jim Kelso 1924 20 hp GRK81 

Best Pre-War Car Barrie Childs 1936 Bentley 41/4 litre B151GP 
Best Post-War Car Ashley Boland 1996 Bentley Brooklands BET57952 
Bentley Trophy John Elmes 1993 Bentely Turbo R BRP46286 
Age & Authenticity Jim Kelso 1924 20 hp GRK81 

Best Restoration Jim Kelso 1924 20 hp GRK81 

Master’s Class Geoffrey Boscoe 1936 25/30 hp GGM10 

Ladies’ Choice Paul Hesse 1929 Phantom IT 106XJ 

Phantom I & I Paul Hesse 1929 Phantom II 106XJ 

Silver Cloud. Bentley S Series Steve McDonald 1962 Silver Cloud I] SAES79 
Silver Shadow, Bentley T Series — Eric Hart 1979 Silver Shadow II SRH36642 
Late Series Cars Lynton Till 1989 Silver Spirit ASK25612 


1996 Bentley Brooklands Saloon. 


Peis Z a os me et) 


1936 Bentley 41/4 litre H J Mulliner 1993 Bentley Turbo R Saloon. 


1979 Silver Shadow II Saloon. 1962 Silver Cloud II Saloon. 1989 Silver Spirit Saloon. 
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By Martin Bennett (ACT) 


n Tuesday June 22nd I joined 
“Bentley Drivers’ Club Chairman 
Jimmy Medcalfe and his brother Bill 
in London, where we boarded Jimmy’s 
magnificent 1931 Bentley 8-Litre (chassis 
YXS5110) for the journey north to the 
Hunt House. 
Many owners of old cars in the 
U.K. avoid the motorway network, due to 
the density and speed of the traffic, but 
Jimmy had no such qualms about joining 
the M25, then the M1, where he drove the 
8-Litre at normal motorway speeds - for 
which one would risk being clapped into 
handcuffs in Australia! It must be said that 
old W.O. had achieved greatness with this 
motor car. On reflection it seems a shame 
that Rolls-Royce dropped the Bentley 
8-Litre, along with the other products 
of the original Bentley company after 
taking over, in favour of persisting with 
their own relatively outdated and lower- 
performance cars. What the 8-Litre could 
have become with the refining touches 
of Henry Royce can only be speculated 
upon. To say the least, the acceleration, 
cruising, braking and handling qualities 
of YX5110 left a deep impression on me. 
On arrival at the Hunt House, 
after being cordially greeted by Philip 
Hall and Peter Baines, I found my 
fellow R.R.O.C. representative, David 
Cornish (Vic.) in his delightful overnight 
accommodation next door. 


Present at The Spare Parts Meeting: 


Bill Medcalfe, B.D.C. 

Jimmy Medcalfe, B.D.C. 

Jane Pedler, R.R.E.C. 

Tony James, R.R.E.C. 

Peter Baines, R.R.E.C. 

Philip Hall, R.R-E.C. 

Martin Bennett, R.R.O.C.A. 
David Cornish, R.R.O.C.A. 

Bob Page, Bentley Motors Ltd 
Steve Weaver, Bentley Motors Ltd 
Richard Lawrie, Bentley Motors Ltd 
Stan Christofi, Jack Barclay Ltd 
Ricky Cooper, Jack Barclay Ltd 


Bob Page, Bentley Motors Parts & 
Accessories Manager, opened the 
discussion by stating that the Pre-’55 
parts website, on which parts may be 
ordered by e-mail, had been extremely 
successful. Bill Medcalfe asked if people 
in, for example, north-western United 
States, had easy access to parts supplies, 
as he had heard that they did not. The Jack 
Barclay people replied that that was not 
the case, explaining that post-’55 Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley parts were obtainable 
from any Bentley dealer and pre-’55 from 
Jack Barclay OR Bentley dealers. Bentley 
Motors realised that there was some lack 
of awareness of where and from whom 
pre-’55 parts are obtainable. There is a 
link to Jack Barclay from the Bentley 
Motors Crewe website. The Company is 
working with the R.R.O.C. in the United 
States to make all of this better known. 

Bill Medcalfe suggested that the 
website is not the best way to market 
parts. Philip Hall responded by saying that 
a very high percentage of Club members 
are ‘on line’, so the website and e-mail 
ordering are the way Hunt House receives 
numerous requests from the U.S. for parts 
supply - these are referred mainly to Jack 
Barclay. 

Peter Baines said that one of the 
problems is letting people know that there 
are some pretty obscure parts available 
from Jack Barclay - for example they 
have Phantom II ‘town caps’. Ricky 
Cooper said that sometimes customers 
fax a picture of the part they require to 
eliminate doubt. David Cornish asked 
about Albers in Indiana, who carry huge 
parts stocks. Herman Albers died recently 
but his sons are continuing the business. 

Richard Lawrie reminded the 
Meeting that Bentley Motors supply parts 
for all Crewe-built cars both Bentley 
and Rolls-Royce. Others are also making 
parts, some of which are very good and 
could not be economically made and sold 
by Bentley Motors. However, not all parts 
sources are ‘Bentley Approved’. Bentley 
Motors talks with the Rolls-Royce & 
Bentley Specialists Association. Richard 
Lawrie replied that the Association will 


be invited to the Trade Council (Bentley 
dealerships) and the Company will talk to 
them, adding that “we may choose to use 
them as a supplier”. Bill Medcalfe said 
that he understood that some Association 
parts are already packaged and sold as 
Crewe Genuine. The Bentley people 
present neither confirmed nor denied this, 
but Bob Page spoke on ‘validation’ - a 
costly process that often exceeds the 
value of selling the parts, adding that 
some (R.R. & B. Specialists Association) 
parts would not pass validation, so the 
Company’s hands are tied. Liability is 
a major issue on safety-related parts, 
particularly in the United States. 

Bill Medcalfe mentioned the high 
quality of parts made in other countries, 
particularly Australia, offering as an 
example a Bentley 3-Litre axle, complete, 
made in Australia. Tony James said that 
he has found that any Bentley dealer will 
sell R.R. & B. Specialists Association 
parts as well as ‘Crewe Genuine’. Crewe 
supplies a very large range of parts, many 
thousands, many of which you would 
not even suspect were available. Richard 
Lawrie confirmed this and mentioned the 
availability of parts such as Silver Cloud/ 
S Series bumpers. Several brochures were 
shown, listing a huge variety of parts 
groups. New V-8 engine blocks are said 
to be available. The Crewe factory is 
continuing its Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
Service Exchange programme. Post-1990 
electronic modules are “very expensive” 
but are soon to be offered as Service 
Exchange. Tony James said that there 
is a problem with parts such as the oil 
pressure switch offered for SCI/S1 but 
without any equivalent part being offered 
for the SCH/S2 and SCIII/S3, even 
though they are the same part! Richard 
Lawrie responded that this was a problem 
of “parts interpretation”! Tony James 
added that certain consumables such as 
radiator steam valves are unavailable 
from any source despite the fact that they 
are supposed to be replaced every three 
years. David Cornish said that he had 
known owners to overcome this problem 
by modifying the header tank to take a 
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standard pressurised cap as on any other 
car. Tony James said that it was a shame 
that people needed to do things like that, 
for the sake of a small ball and spring that 
is unobtainable. 

Tony James asked for 
clarification on support for Derby-built 
(i.e. pre-war) cars. The answer provided 
by the Bentley Motors people was 
that ‘Crewe Genuine’ is post-’55, Jack 
Barclay pre-’55. If Jack Barclay asks 
for a quotation to manufacture a pre-’55 
part Crewe will look at it, but essentially 
‘Crewe Genuine’ parts are post-’55. 

Tony James asked if Bentley 
Motors intends to keep AX-201 (‘The 
Silver Ghost’) going. The answer was 
“yes, using Jack Barclay parts”! A general 
discussion followed on specific parts too 
numerous to list. As an example, Jack 
Barclay recently organised manufacture 
of early post-war six-cylinder exhaust 
manifolds, including the special ones 
fitted to the Bentley R-type Continental, 
and still have some on their shelves. Tony 
also asked about the pricing policy for 
the BMW componentry in the post-1990 
models. Bentley Motors replied that the 
prices are the same as for the equivalent 
BMW part and that the same policy 
applies to the VW parts in the Bentley 
Continental GT, though Richard Lawrie 
hastened to add that there are fewer 
common parts than you might think, and 
that because Continental GT production 
will exceed that of the mechanically 
similar Volkswagen Phaeton, the price 
of parts should be lower from a Bentley 
dealership than from a VW dealer. 

Bentley Motors explained that 
the ‘Crewe Genuine’ parts warranty now 
applies to parts sold by non-franchised 
dealers, and the labour component is 
covered if the warranty replacement part 
is fitted by an Authorised Dealer. David 
Cornish asked about Australia, suggesting 
that the above may not apply here yet. 
The leaflet that was handed out applies 
to U.K./Europe/U.S. and the situation 
applying to Australia still needed to be 
clarified. 

In response to a query from 
Bill Medcalfe, Bentley Motors stated that 


the manufacture of the much needed 
synchromesh cones for the early post-war 
gearbox was in hand with Jack Barclay. 
Tony James pointed out that the Jack 
Barclay display at the recent R.R.E.C. 
Annual Rally was “full of splendid parts, 
in many cases bargain priced”. 

Tony James asked about the 
speedometer drive problem in late-1980s 
models. The gearbox sender unit for the 
electronic speedometer is a Jaeger part 
which is no longer available, the only 
option being Service Exchange. However, 
another supplier has been approached. It 
should also be noted that the gearbox sender 
may not always be at fault - sometimes 
the problem is in the speedometer itself 
and as the speedometer also receives 
input from the cruise control/ABS sender 
on the front left disc brake assembly this 
can be the cause of a speedometer fault 
due to ferrous dust build-up affecting the 
magnetic pulse from the disc. Cleaning 
the dust and dirt from the front left disc 
brake assembly can therefore sometimes 
effect a cure for intermittent speedometer 
faults on these cars. 

Bill Medcalfe 
discussion on tyres, pointing out that 
cross-ply tyres are becoming “thin on 
the ground”. Tony James said that radial 
ply tyres (210 x 15 for early Silver 
Shadows, 235 x 15 for later cars which 
were made for radials) were suitable 
provided that higher pressures than those 
recommended in the handbook for cross- 
ply tyres were used. David Cornish added 
that 205 x 15 tyres were suitable for early 
Shadow/Bentley T. David said that fitting 
radial tyres could affect speedometer 
accuracy - his Bentley R-type when fitted 
with cross-plies had the most accurate 
speedometer of a number of cars tested 
by Benalla Police, but the car now has 
radials which might make a difference, 
and they certainly make a “phenomenal” 
difference to the car’s handling qualities. 
David also spoke on shock absorbers 
for cars “in the far-flung parts of the 
Empire” (!) saying that “the originals 
which are probably excellent for cars 
used on the U.K.’s fine road system 
are completely inadequate in Australia”. 


opened a 


He added that better replacements are 
available in Australia and reminded us of 
the days when cars for export to Australia 
were fitted with what the Company called 
“Colonial suspension”. 


Peter Baines asked about 
Workshop Manuals for Silver Spirit, 
Mulsanne and derivative models. These 
will now be supplied to the R.R.E.C. and 
will be available from the Club Shop at 
the Hunt House (telephone +44-1327- 
811489, ask for Sue). 

Tony James summed up by 
saying that “Bentley Motors at Crewe 
and Jack Barclay in London have together 
achieved a great deal over many years. 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars consistently 
shine out as the best-supplied in parts of 
any marque - by far. We applaud you”. 
Hear, hears etc. all round. 


Alpine Overlander 
to the 2005 Federal Rally 
23-30 March 2005 


As this Overlander will run over 
the Easter weekend, bookings will 
need to be made well in advance. 
So it is essential to contact Robyn 
Henderson by late September 2004 
to reserve your places and forward 
$50 per person, which will confirm 
your reservation and pay for the final 
dinner. 


The start is planned in Goulburn on 
Wednesday 23 March 2005, before 
Good Friday. There will be easy daily 
runs through wonderful country with 
two-night stopovers in Jindabyne, 
Albury/Wodonga and Tumut. 


Contact Robyn Henderson: 
Tel: 02-9542-8401 


Fax: 02-9542-8402 
e-mail: brecon@bigpond.net.au 
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Highlights from the Hitchhikers’ 
2004 Centenary World Tour in the UK 


By Bob Roberts (NSW) 


a ‘Gx, 
David Axe was unsuccessful in 
hitchhiking in the Montagu family’s 
1909 Silver Ghost. I had a photo of 
this car on my study wall at school 
and to see it in the flesh was a real 
buzz for me. 


Visiting Sir Henry’s former home at 
Knutsford was a thrilling experience. 
The whole place oozed with charm 
and history with oak panelling and 
timber boards abounding. We were 
able to go down to the plant room 
where he had his electrical equipment. 
This was a climax for many of us, and 
David Axe, who has spent 47 years 
driving these cars, was thrilled to be 
able to stand in Sir Henry's former 
home. 


Bob Roberts wrote that: I’ve lived 
up the gully too long in Australia and 
never been to the UK. My family 
decided that I should broaden my 
horizons and attend the Centenary 
World tour in the UK. 


Bob Roberts and David Axe, Joint 
Registrars of the 20/25 hp, 25/30 
hp and Wraith Register, teamed up 
in a hitchhiking expedition around 
the UK on the Centenary World 
Tour. Their Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
experiences were only eclipsed 
by the staggering cost of gin and 
tonics. Information and photographs 
provided by Bob Roberts unless 
indicated. 


David Axe, on the left, with 
fellow Hitchhicker, Bob Roberts. 
Photograph by Mal Henderson. 


The Goodwood plant was a real 

eye opener. I was previously a bit 
prejudiced about what has happened 
over the last few years to the Roll- 
Royce company, however, seeing 

the new complex and the style of the 
cars was brilliant. 1936 25/30 hp 
Windovers Drophead Coupe is shown 
here in front of the Goodwood plant. 


at 


David Axe and Bob Roberts in deep 
discussion ... do we put 20 cents in 
the slot, or merely pull the cord, in 
order to make her go 1905 Rolls- 
Royce 10 hp (Reg. No. AX-148) at the 
Manchester Museum of Science and 
Industry. Photograph by Lee Zuker. 


Left: Whilst staying at Cameron House on Loch Lomond, 
some people joined us from various parts of Britain. Amongst 
them were Peter and Audrey Nightingale, whom I met on 

the 2004 Federal Rally, in their magnificent James Young 
Phantom V. A quick chat to them ensured our travel with 
them the following day. This was luxurious, we almost 

sank up to our thighs in the carpet and disappeared in the 
acres of leather, and God bless my soul, there were two full 
whisky decanters in the cocktail cabinets. We completely 
circumnavigated Loch Lomond in this car over a five hour 
period, including a visit to a whisky distillery and a hotel for 
lunch. After lunch at this little village pub, the entire village 
population seemed to be surrounding the car to witness our 
departure in this grand car. The car provided a superb outing 
and was the closest thing I will ever get to that old Biblical 
saying ... behold the chariots of the Lord... The 1967 
Phantom V, 5VF157, James Young Touring Limousine is 
shown here outside Cameron House at Loch Lomond and with 
Aussie Hitchhikers. Main photograph Lee Zuker. 


By Bill Coburn 


Your Editor has asked me to contribute 
regular notes to these pages to encourage 
owners to take an interest in the 
mechanical well being of their cars. It 
is not intended that they will take on 
all repairs and maintenance — there are 
many jobs that few owners could carry 
out. But acquiring some understanding 
of the basic mechanisms of the car not 
only assists the owner to recognise a 
problem but when he does consult a 
repairer he stands a better chance of 
explaining the symptoms, saving time 
and money and hopefully getting a better 
repair. The notes that follow are intended 
to develop this understanding. They will 
be confined to post-war cars since there 
is an abundance of material for their 
predecessors and as long as Lloyd Missen 
is Registrar for the immediate post-war 
cars there is little requirement to delve 
into that area. As for the Clouds — we 
shall see. 

One of the great means of 
acquiring knowledge of these cars is 
to share experiences with others and 
hopefully these pages will encourage 
this. If you have had a problem with 
your car, email me at spur84(@bigpond. 
com and maybe even send me some pics. 
Don’t worry about the writing just get 
the message across and I’ll take it from 
there. 

At the end of last month the 
S.M.A.R.T Register held their annual get 
together at Wagga Wagga. Most of the 
cars were Spirits or Spurs with a couple 
of Shadows and a Cloud III. A technical 
session was held with over 20 owners 
sharing their knowledge and some of the 
topics discussed were: 
¢ After market sensors for coolant loss to 
avoid engine destruction; 
¢ Thermostat maintenance; 
¢ Damage to underbody components by 
careless use of trolley jacks; 

*¢ Solving the dribbling telltale hole in the 
engine block; 

¢ Temporary solution to a failed anti 
dieseling valve; 

¢ Lashing and jacking points for the 
Silver Shadow and Silver Spirit; 
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* Failed oil pressure switch immobilising 
the fuel pumps; 

* Cooling system maintenance; 

¢ Hydrogen contamination of the 
hydraulics. 


Brake Testing 


Prior to the Shadows all braking assistance 
was generated by the movement of the car. 
As long as the shaft coming out of the 
back of the gearbox is turning the small 
flywheel on the right hand side of the 
gearbox is also turning. A second similar 
sized wheel is mounted on a common axle 
and via a clever set of levers and cams 
all the driver need do is push the two 
together. The spinning flywheel grips the 
other wheel, drags it around and this latter 
action applies the brakes. 

Owners of these cars quickly 
learn the shortcoming of this system when 
they try to do close manoeuvering. The 
brakes are not very effective until the 
flywheels (known as the servo) wind up. 
The trick of course is to keep the brake 
pedal depressed just enough to gently 
apply the brakes and drive against them 
with the engine. But then be careful when 
you reverse the direction of the car since 
the whole assembly has to wind itself up 
in the opposite direction to be effective. 

The Shadow solved all this by 
adopting Citréen hydraulics. Actually 
popular opinion is that the Factory 
developed the hydraulics to level the 
car, initially all round but then only at 
the rear. This was to ensure that the 
rear axles remained as level as possible 
to avoid destroying the universal and 
constant velocity joints on the axle half 
shafts which had to transmit the drive to 
the wheels. 

The levelling was achieved by 
rams at the rear of the car which sat on top 
of the springs. The hydraulic pressure to 
operate the rams came from accumulators 
housed on the side of the engine. The 
accumulators were simply spheres with 
a very strong diaphragm in them, one 
side of which was charged 1000 psi of 
nitrogen. High pressure oil pumped into 
the accumulator on the other side forced 
the diaphragm down further compressing 
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the gas. It is this oil that is used to lift the 
car with the rams. The pumping of the 
oil was by means of two pumps sitting on 
top of the engine and driven by pushrods 
from the camshaft. 

The Factory realised that this 
stored oil pressure could also be used 
for applying the brakes. All that was 
required was to turn on a tap and let 
the high pressure fluid into the brake 
calipers to stop the brake rotors. 

There are two separate systems 
on both the Spirits and the Shadows each 
with its own accumulator. By now it is 
obvious that the operation of the whole 
system depends on the accumulators 
being charged with high pressure oil. It is 
of course imperative that the driver know 
whether he has sufficient pressure in the 
This is 
done by pressure switches. Each system 


accumulators to stop the car. 


has one. They are made up of a metal 
disc inside a housing which is forced 
against a metal seat by a powerful spring. 
The whole assembly is screwed into the 
pressure side of the system. On top of the 
switch is a terminal which connects with 
the metal disc. When the disc is resting 
under pressure from the spring on the seat 
a circuit is made to the engine and hence 
to the earth of the electrical system. 
When the ignition is on power is fed to 
this switch terminal via the warning light 
on the dashboard. If the switch is closed 
because there is no pressure the circuit 
is complete and the warning light glows. 
As the pressure generated by the pumps 
increases, the disc is forced off the seat 
the circuit is broken and the light goes 
off. 

And that is why you should 
always wait until the warning lights go 
off before you move off! Lights on — no 
pressure — no stoppee — no heart beat!!! 
So should the lights be out when you 
start in the morning? Well it depends 
on the car. Assuming the car had been 
parked after a good run the night before 
and the accumulators had plenty of gas in 
them, the following could happen. With 
a Silver Shadow the lights very likely 
would not come on, with a Shadow II 
which has smaller accumulators they may 
come on — one or both, with a Spirit and 
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ma Nitrogen 
ACCUMULATOR 


GB High pressure oil 
[GD Low pressure or return oil 


Rob Wilde ©) 


Editors Note: This diagram, via Bill Coburn, is courtesy of Marinus Rijkers, Chief-Editor of the Rolls-Royce magazine in the Netherlands and 
Rob Wilde who writes their technical articles. The website is www.rrsilvershadow.com and highly recommended. 


derivatives (known in the trade as SZ cars) 
which have even smaller accumulators, 
they will both be on. The reason for this 
is that the systems on both Shadow and 
SZ cars leak internally — deliberately. 
This is to provide lubrication to certain 
moving bits. In fact the SZ cars have a 
‘leak down time’ measured in hours so 
don’t be alarmed at the lights — just obey 
them! 

If you are still with me, you 
will have worked out that the ‘reserve’ 
of braking assistance is a function 
of the amount of nitrogen left in the 
accumulators. This leaks out over time 
through the ‘rubber’ diaphragms. The 
warning lights however do not tell you 
what your nitrogen stocks are so you have 
to do a regular simple test to find out. 


When you finish a trip, set the 
parking brake, turn off the engine and 
then turn the ignition back on without 
starting the engine. Pump the brakes 
again and again until the warning lights 
come on and count the strokes. The 
minimum figure you should get is: 


Silver Shadow = 25 pumps 
Silver Shadow II 15 pumps 
SZ cars 10 pumps 


The maximum figure you may see with 
fully charged accumulators is: 


Silver Shadow 150 pumps 
Silver Shadow II 110 pumps 
SZ cars 40 pumps 


At least those figures are from my 
experience. Any less than the minimum 
figure, you get your car to someone 
who can replace/overhaul or re-charge the 


accumulators as we don’t want to set up 
an obituary column in this publication. 
You should be certain that your 
warning lights are working. We have 
seen globes removed, wires disconnected 
from the switches and the lenses taped 
over and in some cases the lights simply 
Simply put, the lights 
MUST come on when the accumulators 
are exhausted and the ignition is on. So 


did not work. 


if you are the least suspicious that the 
lights may be kaput turn the ignition 
on and pump until they do come on. If 
you get to point where you need the 
attention of your local arthroscopist to 
repair your knee and there are no lights, 
stop shaking, have four fingers of Scotch 
and contemplate your next move. 

Is it safe to drive? There are no 


lights to tell you and as happens in this 
sparsely populated land we Australians 
live in, help is not always at hand. If 
you can get the car on a slight slope, 
obviously avoiding the centre of Kings 
Cross or the busiest intersection in town, 
put the car in neutral with the engine off 
and hold the car with the foot brake. Then 
slowly pump the brakes counting each 
stroke. This will gradually exhaust the 
accumulators until you will notice with 
a slightly chilling sensation that applying 
the brake does little to halt the inexorable 
procession of the car down the slope. 
Stop the car with the parking brake — I am 
assuming this does work. Start the engine 
let it run for a few minutes and you should 
have brakes again. 

If your test only allowed you 
to have have a couple of pumps before 
brake failure you should gingerly get the 
car to a repairer forthwith but hopefully 
you will have more reserve and can get 
there with a greater peace of mind and 
have the man fix the warning lights. 
The decision is yours. The most likely 


problem, vandalism aside, will be faulty. 


switches which are easily overhauled. It 
is unlikely however that both switches 
would fail at the same time. Lastly the 
test switch fitted to Shadows that make 
all the little lights go blinken are merely 
to test that the globes themselves are 
working. They do NOT reflect what is 
going on behind them! 

In summary, regularly test 
that your warning system is working 
and regularly check the capacity of the 
accumulators. Change your brake fluid 
every year cleaning the reservoir and 
sight glasses at the same time. For SZ 
cars on LHM or mineral oil change it at 
least every two years. 
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Below: The accumulators on the Silver Spirits are actually supplied by Citréen and are sealed 
units although the Citréen boys have worked out how to get gas into them. They need a chain 
wrench to unscrew them. The control valve shown here is not much different from the Shadow 
but performs the same function. Note that the accumulator is significantly smaller than the 
Shadow unit. The units which can be bought from Citréen while externally the same as the 


Factory ones have different pressures in them. 


Above: A comparison of the Shadow I accumulator (left) and the Shadow IT unit on the right. The positioning of the Shadow I accumulators 
allowed re-charging in situ. With the advent of the Shadow II and rack and pinion steering the accumulators had to be moved to either side of 
the engine block. There they were tucked in very neatly but denied any attempts to charge them without removal. One other important change 


was to move the pressure switches on the Shadow II to the engine valences remote from the accumulators. 
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News from the Registers 


Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith, 
Silver Dawn and Bentley 
Mark VI/R Type Register 


Perseverance Plus 

Eric and Wilma Marshman joined the 
NSW Branch in 1958 and are surely well 
known by many members. Eric was an 
early respondent to my Survey form in 
August 2001 shortly after this Register 
was formed, but we had never met. We 
had only had a few technical phone and 
email communications as the Marshmans 
now live out of Sydney and their 195] Mk 
VI Bentley, B255LH, is not roadworthy. 
It seemed Eric needed ‘encouragement’ to 
complete B255LH. With this in mind on 
a bright sunny day in late August, Shirley 
and I headed 100 km north to visit Eric 
and learn something of his ownership of 
B255LH. 

We spent the day pleasantly 
entertained by Eric and Wilma in their 
lovely two story owner-built house, 
overlooking picturesque Lake Macquarie. 
The Bentley was purchased in 1964 and 
enjoyed for many years as daily transport, 
and also for touring even to ‘The West’, 
when many of the roads were unsealed 
and referred to in those days as ‘dirt’. 
Bad luck began in 1988 with a head-on 
collision when a car crossed the centreline 
into Eric’s path on a dark rainy night. Eric 
felt he owed his survival to the strength of 
the Bentley. 

Unbelievable 
outsourced work, like five years for 
chassis straightening, two years for 
vibration damper refurbishment, and 
seventeen months with the spray painters, 
have not deterred Eric or Wilma, his 
master apprentice, in what has resulted 
in a ground-up owner-restoration. When 


delays in 


Eric Marshman and B255LH, nearing the 
end of a six year restoration, with Lloyd 
Missen who advised Eric that he will be 
encouraged to ‘come motoring’ as soon as 
she is roadworthy. 


Shirley and I were shown the current 
position we found B255LH in the final 
stage of a serious restoration to concours 
standard, where no detail has been 
glossed over; with the motor now running 
sweetly in a freshly painted body, and 
new headlining about to be cut and fitted, 
the timber parts, leather, plating, new 
rubber etc. already attended to and many 
components stored in rooms of the house 
for protection awaiting reinstallation. It 
was obvious Eric and Wilma had the 
‘bit-between-their-teeth’ and didn’t 
need ‘encouragement’ to have B255LH 
roadworthy again. Eric has obviously 
learnt much on restoration and sourcing 
parts, materials and services, which he is 
eager to share. Give him a call on 02 4976 
1779 if in need. 


Seized Clutch 

The Bentley Workshop Manual advises 
wisely to jack out the clutch by placing 
a wooden block between the clutch pedal 
and the steering column bracket if putting 
the car in storage, which is the same as 
having the car off the road for repairs etc. 
Failure to do this can result in the clutch 
plate linings adhering to the pressure 
plates rendering it impossible to free the 
clutch and select first gear. 

This has happened to me twice 
and I found a simple solution after 
disregarding a procedure given in the 
Manual as quite strange, and two other 
suggestions offered, as risky, viz: 

1. The Bentley Manual stated that in 
severe cases it could be necessary to 
dismantle the clutch but suggested trying 
the following procedure first: Remove the 
lower clutch cover, start the engine and 
run long enough to warm the clutch. Stop 
the engine and inject a small quantity 
of acetone so that it gains access to the 
clutch linings. (?) Two eggcupsful may be 
used. Allow time to soak in. Then jack up 
the rear wheels engage second gear and 
start the engine. Depress the clutch pedal 
and firmly apply the brakes keeping the 
engine running. If not effective repeat in 
a few days. 

2. Suggestion A. Select neutral, apply the 
brakes, depress the clutch, and attempt to 
start the engine. I felt that this was tough 


Photo 
shows the 
lower cover Fis 
removed 
and a vs 
screwdriver 
blade rest- 
ing on the 
clutch plate 
(driven plate), sandwiched between the 
friction plate 1, and pressure plate 2. When 
free and with the clutch pedal depressed 
the clutch plate can be simply rotated by 


finger-force. 


on the ring gear. 

3. Suggestion B. Release the brakes, 
depress the clutch, select low gear and 
start the engine keeping the clutch 
depressed. When the car gets under way 
the load on the disengaged clutch should 
cause it to become free. In my case, until 
the clutch became free, I would have had 
to reverse up a steep drive and then turn 
into the street. 

The method, which worked for 
me on each occasion, was to remove the 
lower clutch cover, which is held by five 
bolts. This exposes the lower edges of the 
friction plate, pressure plate and clutch 
plate (driven plate). See Photograph. Jack 
up one rear wheel, select neutral and 
have your ‘apprentice’ depress the clutch 
pedal while you observe the underside 
of the exposed clutch. I found that the 
clutch plate separated from one of the 
pressure plates but remained adhering to 
the other but was simply prized free with 
finger-force. One could use a screwdriver 
if necessary. Have your apprentice touch 
the starter button to rotate the clutch just 
one third of a turn. Most likely the clutch 
plate will be still adhering to the same 
pressure plate but can be simply prized 
clear as before. Repeat the procedure for 
the other third of the clutch, when the 
clutch plate should then be completely 
free and can be rotated by finger-force. 
Obviously, if your car is to be off the road 
for an extended period, it is wise to jack 
out the clutch with a wooden block as 
recommended and so avoid the need for 
such an exercise. Good Motoring. 


Lloyd Missen, Registrar. 

67 Rembrandt Drive, Middle Cove, 2068. 
Ph/Fax 02 9958 2831. 
llovdshirleyM@bigpond.com 


The redoubtable James Fack, well known 
in the UK vintage and classic car circles 
has produced his second book The Lost 
Coachbuilder. His previous book, Land 
Flying-The Terraplane, has a section 
entitled Rolls-Royce and the Terraplane, 
which is an eye-opener to Derby Bentley 
and 1930s Rolls-Royce owners. Both 
books are reviewed below. 


THE LOST COACHBUILDER 


% 
Se 


JAMES FACK 


Review by John Floyd (VIC) 


The Lost Coachbuilder - The story of 
an almost unkown Birmingham maker 
of high-quality car bodywork, by James 
Fack. Published in 2002 by The Railton 
Owners Club, ‘Fairmiles’ Barnes Hall 
Road, Burncross, Sheffield $35 IRF, 
England. 150x210mm, laminated soft 
cover, ring binder, 80 pages, black and 
white photographs. Enquiries by email to 
james. fack@virgin.net 


his is the fascinating story of WC 

Atcherley, an almost unknown 
Birmingham maker of high-quality car 
bodywork in the 1920s and 1930s. 

In a sense this book is a 
follow-on from the author’s previous 
book, Landflying-The Terraplane, as 
much of the text deals with the Brough 
Superior motor car, a 1930s Anglo- 
American luxury car which was basically 
a modified Hudson chassis fitted with an 
attractive convertible body built by the 
Atcherley firm. George Brough (of motor 
cycle fame), also produced some saloon 
cars, his final model being powered by a 
V-12 engine. 

The relevance to Rolls-Royce 
lies in the fact that Atcherley was 
responsible for 10 bodies on Rolls-Royce 
chassis, comprising one Silver Ghost 
saloon, two 20 hp saloons, one 20 hp 
cabriolet, one 20 hp coupe, one 20/25 hp 
coupe, one 25/30 saloon, one Phantom 
I saloon, one Phantom I tourer and one 
Phantom III limousine. 

Many illustrations in the book 
are of various European and English cars 
bodied by Atcherley as well as 6, 8 and 
12 cylinder Brough Superiors. 
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Land Flying -The Terraplane - The 
story of the car which formed the 
basis of the first and most successful 
of the Anglo-American Hybrids, by 
James Fack. Published in 1992, 2nd 
edition 1993, by The Railton Owners 
Club, ‘Fairmiles’ Barnes Hall Road, 
Burncross, Sheffield $35 1RF, England. 
150x210mm, laminated soft cover, 
ring binder, 105 pages, black and white 
photographs. Enquiries by email to 
james.fack@virgin.net 


his well-illustrated book commences 

with a chapter on the outstanding 
design features of the Essex Terraplane 
which was introduced in 1932, probably 
as a competitor to the then current Ford 
V8. Subsequent chapters deal with the 
introduction in 1933 of the 8-cylinder 
version of the Railton car which was an 
Anglicised version of the Terraplane. 

The final chapter, entitled 

‘Rolls-Royce and the Terraplane’ is based 
on research carried out by the author on 
archival material made available by the 
Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation. 
Rolls-Royce, as is well known made a 
practice of purchasing the cars of other 
manufacturers for road testing and 
technical analysis: in 1933-34 an Essex 
Terraplane 8 and a Terraplane 6 were 
acquired for evaluation. The comparison 
between these cars and contemporary 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley products makes 
interesting reading. 


BENTLEY 


lt 74,/ 


Bentley: A Legend Reborn, by 
Graham Robson, Published by Haynes, 
2003. Hardcover, 168 pages, 150 
illustrations. ISBN1-84425-037-7. 
$59.95 


rT his fine addition to Haynes’ ‘Classic 

I. Makes’ series retells the Bentley 
canon as we know it, era by era, model 
by model, up to the current post-split 
generation. What this book has that 
others don’t are insightful driving 
impressions (Robson was a former tester) 
and buying tips, data panels, and sidebars 
covering a variety of subjects. 

The book is ‘Bentley-centric’ 

inasmuch as the treatment of the cars is 
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generally not embedded into the context 
of their competitors. The photos are 
largely of the stock variety; no serial 
numbers are listed. Someone entirely new 
to the marque and who is still forming 

a visual vocabulary of model evolution 
may, on occasion, find it confusing when 
cars are shown out of order and in places 
where the text makes no reference to 
them (cf. a R-type Continental in the 
Mk VI section, a Continental T in the 
Mulsanne section). Surprisingly, the Blue 
Train Bentley is still - again? - identified 
as the car that Michael Hay at the 2001 
Pebble Beach Concours disclosed it 

is not (see FLO2-1). Less the author’s 
shortcoming than indicative of the still- 
hazy picture regarding the split of the 
marques is that what little is said about 
the split is so brief as to be devoid of 
even the few important nuances that have 
come to light by now. 

(Editor s note: This review is courtesy 

of Sabu Advani, Editor in Chief of The 
Flying Lady and appeared in the May/June 
2004 issue. Image courtesy of The Pitstop 
Bookshop.) 
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Ampol Car Trials: 1956, 1957, 1958 
DVD, running time 87 minutes, code 
14947. $44.95 

Review by Bob Campbell 


he Ampol Trials were born out 

of a dispute between Redex Trial 
competitors and the Confederation of 
Australian Motor Sport (CAMS) over the 
greatly delayed results of the 1955 event. 


The Australian Sporting Car 
Club of NSW and the newly formed 
Council of Combined Motor Clubs 
decided to organise their own trial and 
obtained sponsorship from Ampol. The 
result was the Ampol Trials of 1956, 
1957 and 1958. 


This DVD uses contemporary 
footage and interviews with 1956 winner 
Alan Taylor, 1957 winner Doug Stewart, 
Jim Flynn, who was placed fourth in the 
1958 event and others. It achieves a rare 
balance between talking heads and action 
footage, with newsreel footage filling in 
the gaps. 


5-04 


Radio star Jack Davey provides 
a great deal of commentary, with the 
insight of a competitor. Davey was a 
great motor sportsman and competed in 
all three Ampol Trials shown. Among 
the other personalities featured is the 
irrepressible “Gelignite” Jack Murray. 


It is an excellent coverage of 
the events, and shows how ordinary 
motor cars of four decades ago coped 
with what today’s motorists would 
certainly describe as “four wheel 
drive country”, including in 1957, the 
Birdsville Track. 


One of the stars of all three 
featured events was “Granny” Brown’s 
1927 Rolls Royce, co-driven by her 
son, Vince, who tells us of how well 
suited the tough old car was to the rough 
conditions of the outback. 


The dispute with CAMS was 
over by 1958, but neither Mobilgas, 
who had sponsored the “official” CAMS 
Round Australia Trials in 1956 and 
1957 after Redex pulled out, nor Ampol 
wanted to give up the publicity benefits 
of a nationally renowned event, so there 
were two trials in 1958 as well. Mobil’s 
went around Australia while Ampol 
concentrated on the well known rally 
roads of the Great Dividing Range. 


There is footage of the 1964 
Ampol Trial showing behind the credits 
and there is brief coverage of the 1970 
event to round out the show. This is a 
highly entertaining DVD to watch and 
will hold the interest of the whole family. 


This DVD is available from The Pitstop 
Bookshop, Freecall 1-800 622 422 
(within Australia), or on the Internet at 
www.pitstop.net.au. 


Bai 


The € divood 
PHANTOM 


The Goodwood Phantom - Dawn 
of a New Era by Malcolm Tucker. 
$159.95 Image courtesy of The 
Pitstop Bookshop. 
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Letters 


Barker Riviera Torpedo 


Congratulations on a terrific start at the 
helm of Praeclarum. Plenty of Advance, 
and full Throttle! I enjoyed David 
Berthon’s evocative description of Laurie 
Ogle’s Ghost 14PK, the Riviera ‘trials’ 
car by Barker, in the August issue. The 
point about this body design becomes 
clearer in the picture (below) from 

The Motor 27 January 1925 p.1245. 
This shows the same angled, and split, 
rear scuttle panels for rear passenger 
convenience. It also shows integral glass 
screens. In The Motor this type was 
called the “Barker Riviera torpedo”. 

If 14PK was the first one then its time 
on the Riviera led to the name being 
adopted for the body type. Perhaps 

it was Barker’s answer to the French 
scaphandrier torpedo in which rear 
passengers were cocooned. 


Best wishes, 
Tom Clarke (UK) 


Further Forensic Examination 


Thanks for informing me of Tom 
Clarke’s contribution to the design 
history of 14PK’s ‘Barker Riviera 
Torpedo Body’. My close scrutiny of 
his attached bodywork sketch discloses 
six points which to me confirm the 
‘commonality’ of this design. These are: 


1. The layout of the under 
runningboard toolboxes; 

2. The unique oval shaped Jack Box 
(container) attached direct to the 
chassis at the rear of the nearside 
spare wheel; 

3. The unusual centre brace bar from 
the top of the windscreen to the 
upper edge of the instrument panel; 
The instrument panel layout; 

5. The vertical metal ‘rubbing strips’ 
on the rear body tub (which featured 
in the build sheets for 14PK but are 
now not fitted). 

6. The layout of the rear tonneau flaps 
and Auster screen. 


However, there are several 
departures in the two designs so perhaps 
there were suggested ‘variations on 
offer’ by Barker. The most outstanding 
being the blending of the scuttle into 
the vertical windscreen pillars. All in all 
there is a distinct similarity of design 
and there is little doubt as Tom states, 
it establishes the origin of the Barker 
Riviera Torpedo style. Incidentally, what 
on earth is a ‘French Scaphandrier’ can 
any reader inform me? The speed with 
which Tom located this unusual body 
detail only goes to confirm that he ‘Has 
the world of Rolls-Royce at his finger 
tips’. 


Laurie Ogle 
New South Wales 


The Barker WUviera torpeds. showing the protection ctven w the occupiunts by the front ond rear sereens, ood hew the halves 
el the rear scu-de fuld op tu provide easy enters ond exrt from ibe sonneau. 
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Market Place 


1921 Silver Ghost (88NE) Jarvis (London) Tourer. 
Alpine Eagle high performance model. Attractive, 
well proven, comfortable and reliable car in fine 
overall condition with many special features, and 
fully equipped for long distance touring. Reg. 
No. SA-1914 not included. $300,000. Gavin 
Sandford-Morgan 08-8362-8956 


= 
1924 Silver Ghost (67AU) Martin & King Sports 
Saloon original to this Australian delivered 
chassis. A regular on Club runs and very 
reliable with an excellent documented history. 
An opportunity to become a custodian of an 
origina] bodied Silver Ghost. $127,500 — all 
offers considered. Details Merilyn Babidge 08- 
9364-9012 babidge@bigpond.com.au 


1948 Bentley Mk VI (BS58DA) ‘Mallalieu’ 
4-Seater Sports Tourer. High quality, high 
performance, comfortable sporting car in very 
good condition with full weather equipment and 
excellent ride and handling qualities. Reg. No. 
SA-375 not included. $110,000. Gavin Sandford- 
Morgan 08-8362-8956 


1951 Silver Dawn (SFC24) ‘big bore’ 4% litre 
engine, Australian delivered car in beautiful 
original condition, excellent paintwork, darkgrey 
over light grey, with light grey hide piped in blue 
and blue carpets. All tools and handbook, with 
push-button radio. I have been asked to help find 
an appreciative new owner, preferably a Club 
member for this car which was owned for over 
30 years by the late HLM Charles Wright and 
Dorothy Wright and meticulously maintained by 
them. This is a rare opportunity to obtain a really 
nice Silver Dawn. Reg. No. SA-J11-111 not 
included. $47,500 ono. Initial enquiries to Gavin 
Sandford-Morgan 08-8362-8956. 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS' CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
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1960 Silver Cloud II (STB338) Black with beige 
leather. Collectors item. Genuine 31,800 miles. 
Rare immaculate original vehicle. Amazing 
patina. Complete tool set and records. Will pass 
test of most discerning driver. $99,000. Colin 
Veerman. (07) 3844 9555 or 0414 844 555 


1963 Silver Cloud IIL (SEV387) Very well 
presented in Magnolia with tan upholstery and 
maroon lambswool rugs. Regularly used for Club 
events and weddings. $60,000 ono. David Neely 
02-9747-2973 


1965 Bentley S3 (B344HN) Last of series, full 
spec (factory air, electric windows and aerial), 
Kellow-Falkiner delivered example refinished in 
original Dawn Blue with rare Off—White hide. 
Original handbook and tools. Cars of this spec 
very rarely hit the market. May consider trade-in. 
$72,500 David Ekberg 03-9533-8883 (24 hr) or 
0402 040219 


1966 Silver Shadow (CRH 1344) Mulliner Park 
Ward 2 door Saloon, Regal Red. First owner 
film star Peter Sellers. Present owner 16 years. 
Very carefully maintained. Factory AC, cruise 
control, power seats windows, electronic ignition, 
Kenwood 5 speaker sound system, 5 new tyres, 
new battery, handling kit, runs on unleaded fuel 
with Fuelstar combustion catalyst. Magnificent 
touring. Concours winner RROC of SA. $47,500. 
For history and photos, call Bryan Price 08 8379 
8036 pricey@adam.com.au 


1971 Corniche Convertible (DRH11702), Ivory 
with magnolia upholstery and hood. Maintained to 
original specifications and in excellent condition. 
Upholstery, orig. hood and carpet only 5 years 
old. Registration until 2/2005. 126,000 miles, 
asking price: $72,000, contact: Mike Weber 02 
94925603 or 0414 250 399 


1961 Bentley S2 Continental (BC69BY) Park Ward drophead coupe in excellent running 
condition. Recent replacement of all rusted panels to as new condition and bare metal body 
repaint to original colour. Photographic record available. Original convertible top has minor 
defect. Original leather has no damage but needs some attention. $145,000 negotiable. 


Frederick Bitneris 07-3422-0628 (h) 
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1974 Corniche Convertible (DRH17099) 
Gold with magnolia upholstery and black hood. 
Immaculate bodywork, hood and _ interior. 
Meticulously maintained in superb mechanical 
condition for the past 15 years by Bob Chapman. 
97000 miles. $76.000. John Baldwin 03-9735- 


1946 or 0412 099 644 


1979 Silver Shadow II (SRH38203) Willow 
Gold. Rare 75th Anniversary edition. Regularly 
serviced and maintained in good condition. 
Mileage 69,500. All tools and handbook. $36,000 
negotiable. Russell Leitch 07-3822-4675 


1981 Bentley Mulsanne (BSB02415) Magnolia 
with Cherry-red hide, totally original, two 
owners since new, complete history, low klms, 
nil accident history, no major repairs but extreme 
preventative maintenance records, body, paint, 
timber, mechanicals 100%, 4 tyres new, leather 
only ‘very good’ vehicle has seldom been wet, 
complete tools, books etc. Extensive workshop 
manual set and spare parts catalogue CD. 
Thorough inspection and test welcome. $46,000. 
John Ellison 08-8572-7373 


< 


1986 Bentley Turbo R (BSG14213) Balmoral 


Green with Inmont (tan) leather, immaculate 
condition, full service history, alloy wheels, CD 
stacker, 12 months reg., 23,324 miles (35,000km) 
Free delivery major cities Australia. $65,000 ono. 
Gordon Martin 0412-805-244 or 02-4385-8666 


1987 Silver Spirit (ASG15505) Tudor Red, bone 
interior. Australian delivery. Full sheepskin seat 
covers. Same owner last 12 years. 67,500 km. 
Registered to 1/05. A superb car in excellent 
condition throughout with Log Book. $75,000. 
R. Meillear 07-3264-6317 or FAX 07-3264-6216 


Cars Wanted 


Wanted: Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor 
cars, pre- and post-war, any model up to and 
including Silver Clouds and S Series, any 
condition considered. Please contact Ray or 
Ian at The Real Car Co., telephone (U.K.) 
+44-1248-602649 or Email: mail@realcar. 
co.uk 


Parts For Sale 


Original 7” Central foglight as fitted to 
early MK VI Bentley, rare item, complete 
and in very original condition. $900 Gavin 
Sandford-Morgan 08-8362-8956 


Parts Wanted 


Wheel rims or complete wheels to suit 
Silver Ghost, 21” flat base. Also front gear 
box mounting part No. F2734. Stan Nash 
07-5530-2826 


Literature For Sale 


PRAECLARUM back issues available 
from The Sir Henry Royce Foundation, 
Australia. If you require a particular issue 
to complete your collection please let us 
know and we will see if it is available. $5.00 
per copy. Please contact David Vann 07- 
3865-3287 or fax 07-3865-4822 


Services 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, 
height control valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, unlimited mileage. 
For example: Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
Series/Corniche/Camargue accumulator 
reconditioning, $295. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics (Australia) 
P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
“‘Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements must be factual and accurate. Persons misrepresenting cars, parts or services will be denied 
further use of this space. Ads for cars for sale must include chassis number and asking price. Ads may be edited to optimise use of available 
space and to conform to a standard format, and may be rejected at the discretion of the Editor without discussion. PHOTOGRAPHS: Good 
black & white or colour prints showing the lines of the car are suitable. ‘Front-on’ shots cannot be used. For photo return, please include 
stamped addressed envelope. DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars must, where required by law, quote their dealer’s licence number 
and comply with all other statutory requirements relating to their advertising. COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. Non-members 
are charged $16.50 (inc. GST) for a non-commercial ad. of reasonable length. Trade ads at commercial rates. Photographs included free 


of charge to non-trade members, $16.50 (inc. GST) for others. Where applicable, cheques made payable to R.R.O.C. of Australia must 
accompany advertising copy. Send ads to the Editor at: 


40 Queen Street, Croydon, N.S.W. 2132. Tel: 02-9747-2973 Fax: 02-9747-3563. 


Email: dneely@comcen.com.au 
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VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, 
we’ ll take as much care of 
your Rolls-Royce or Bentley 


... aS you do! 


e Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 
° Retention of Wreck 
¢ Repairer of Your Choice 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 
399 George Street Sydney 2000 
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Ornithorhynchus anatinus Platypus 
Ornithorhynchus from Greek ornis ‘bird’, 
rhychos ‘snout’, anatinus Latin ‘like a duck’. 


Your car also has many functions 
and parts for repair. 


TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 
Pty Ltd 


13 Stirling St. Thebarton S.A. 5031 
Tel. 08 8234 5600, Fax 08 8234 5607 


MAL 
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Display Advertising 


national magazine that goes to all 


these highly competitive and 
economical GST-inclusive rates, 


If your business is associated 
with Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
motor cars, or if you are offering 
that special car for sale, you 
could benefit from the impact 
of a display advertisement in 
PRAECLARVM, your Club’s 


New Advertising 
Opportunity 


Place your business card for a 
convenient and effective way of 
communicating with members. 
Cost $50 per issue. Simply post 
your business card to: 


David Neely, 

Editor - Praeclarum, 
40 Queen Street, 
Croydon NSW 2132. 


members of all Branches of the 
Club Australia-wide, as well as 
to members and subscribers in a 
number of other countries. 

Your advertisement may be 


including full colour: 


submitted in electronic or camera- Size Cost per Issue 
ready form, or it can be typeset Full'Page $451 
and laid out to your requirements ans = 
on the Club’s computer system age 

as a free service. Compare Quarter Page $143 


BENTLEY SYDNEY 


BENTLEY 


Ken Boxall 


Manager - Paint & Panel Division 
Telephone: +61 29744 S111 Fax:+61 29744 5517 


Mobile: 0418 220 570 


Email: Ken Boxall@BentleySydney.com.au www.BentleySydney.com 


BENTLEY SYDNEY 
19-27 Recatta Roan, Five Dock, Sypney, New South Wates, 2046, Austaalia 


Sample shown kindly provided by Ken Boxall. 
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YOU DIDN’T COMPROMISE ON THE CAR... 
WHY COMPROMISE ON THE BODYSHOP? 


Only the Craftsmen at Bentley Sydney have the 
skill, experience and uncompromising standards 

to restore your prestige vehicle to mint condition. 
Our coachwork division, incorporating our leather 
trim and woodworkshops, can satisfy all your 
needs from insurance work and standard repairs 
to total vehicle restoration. The quality of our 
workmanship is backed by a 3 year warranty. 

For further details on the range of bodywork and 
coachwork services we can provide, 

contact Ken Boxall. 


Workshop inspections invited 
Finance Packages Available 


BENTLEY SYDNEY 
19 - 27 Regatta Road, Canada Bay, 2046 


Tel: 02 9744 5111 
www.bentleysydney.com 


Hispano Suiza - 
Concours Winner 


MD 17855 


1936 PHI 
Aerodynamic Coupe 


1937 Type 
57 Bugatti 


1932 Lincoln 


Lagonda 


ACHIEVE PERFECTION! 


Spare tire 
canister 


1932 Figoni- 
Falaschi Saloon 


New 

one piece 
whee. 
disc for 
‘47 - ‘54 
Bentleys 
and Rolls 
Royce 


Choose Lmarr custom wheel discs and spare tire canisters for that “classic look.” 


Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic 
car with Lmarr precision reproduction wheel discs, and 
side and rear mounted spare tire canisters. 


The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: 
e eliminates the lengthy cleaning process 

e helps protect the chassis and brake mechanism 

* comes with everything needed for installation 


Stock discs are available for over sixty makes and models, 


and we can custom produce discs for almost any car. 


We fit wheel sizes 16” to 23”. Spare tire canisters are 
available for Bentley - 18” and Rolls Royce - 18” & 19”. 


LMARR DISK LTD. 


P.O. Box 910, Glen Ellen, CA 95442-0910 USA 
Tel: (707) 938-9347; Fax: (707) 938-3020 
E-Mail: imarr@attglobal.net; Website: www.imarr.com 


SPECIAL 


FOR SPECIAL 


VEHICLES. 


Shannons Insurance has been insuring veteran, vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has developed a 
great insurance package at a very competitive price. 


Mi Agreed value. If the car is a total loss you will receive HE No blame = No excess 
the full sum it is insured for. M@ Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or repaired 
Mi You have the option to choose your own repairer Mi Free windscreen — one per year without excess 


Hi in the event of total loss you will have automatic reten- Hi Personal belongings and tools up to the value of $400 
tion of the wreck, depending on the policy - subject to excess 


BHRHRBRHBRHBEHEHE HEHEHE RHE HERE HRB HERR RE eRe eee eee eee ee 
FOR A SPECIAL QUOTE CALL 1300 139 006 www.shannons.com.au 
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Protecting your Investment in Rolls-Royce and Bentley. 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
jis Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au 
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